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This element addresses various transportation
issues, including automobile travel and parking,
transit, nonmotorized transportation (e.g., bicycle
and pedestrian travel), goods movement (truck and
rail), and air transportation. The Transportation &
Circulation Element is divided into the following

11 sections:

®  General (Section 3.1)

® Roadway System (Section 3.2)

® Road Improvement Funding (Section 3.3)

®  Transit (Section 3.4)

®  Parking (Section 3.5)

®  Non-Vehicular Circulation (Section 3.6)

" Transportation System
Management/Transportation Demand
Management (Section 3.7)

® Goods Movement (Section 3.8)

" Aviation (Section 3.9)

® Rail (Section 3.10)

"  Implementation Measures (Section 3.11)

Key Terms

Average Daily Traffic (ADT) or Average Annual
Daily Traffic (AADT). ADT volume is based upon
traffic counts that record the number of vehicles
(cars and trucks) that travel on the roadway on a
typical weekday (Tuesday, Wednesday, or
Thursday). These counts are typically conducted by
using “hose” or “tube” counts, but can also be
collected utilizing more advanced sensor devices.
Both of these methods have the ability to collect
heavy-duty vehicle classification counts and
directional information. In this report, the total ADT
is used for the LOS analysis. It should be noted that
in the transportation industry ADT is an acronym
that is interchangeable with AADT, or the annual
average daily traffic.

Class | Bikeway (Bicycle Path). Provides for
bicycle travel on a paved right of way completely
separated from any street or highway. This type of
bike path is often located along waterfronts, railroad
right-of-ways (active and abandoned), through
parks, or stream or river channels.

Class 11 Bikeway (Bicycle Lane). Provides
dedicated on-street space for bicyclists (usually to

the right of travel lanes) delineated by a white
stripe, signs and pavement markings.

Class 111 Bikeway (Bicycle Route). Provides
shared-lane use with motor vehicle traffic. As
defined by Caltrans, Class Ill bicycle routes have
signs but no striping and should direct cyclists to
the superior through route. To achieve the best
conditions for bicyclists and motorists to share the
lane, a wide curb lane should be considered.

Class 111 bike routes provide the least benefit to
bicyclists and should be used in limited situations,
such as to fill short gaps along Bike Lane corridors
where inadequate space exists for short
distances, or along residential streets with low
speeds and low traffic volumes.

Functional Classification System. Functional
Classification System identifies existing roadway
classification based upon number of lanes,
capacity, location, etc. Typically, functional
classification refers to collectors, arterials,
expressways, freeways, etc.

Highway Capacity Manual 2000 (HCM). The
Transportation Research Board’s (TRB) HCM
provides a collection of state-of-the-art
techniques for estimating the capacity and
determining the LOS for transportation facilities
for intersections, roads, public transit, etc. TCAG
has adopted the HCM methodology.

Institute of Transportation Engineer (ITE).
ITE publishes the Trip Generation Manual (7th
Edition) which is used to estimate trip generation
for many categories of residential and non-
residential land uses.

Level of Service (LOS). LOS is used to measure
the operating conditions of an intersection or a
roadway segment by considering many factors
including traffic volume and capacity. LOS is a
qualitative measure of traffic operating conditions,
whereby a letter grade “A” through “F” is assigned
to an intersection or roadway segment
representing progressively worsening traffic
conditions.

Peak hour. That hour during which the maximum
amount of travel occurs. It is typically specified as
the peak one hour of traffic experience during the
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morning peak hour (between 7:00 and 9:00 a.m.)
and/or the afternoon peak hour (between 4:00 and
6:00 p.m.). In some of the agricultural areas in the
county, the peak hour may be earlier than the times
above due to seasonal factors such as harvesting,
picking, etc. Peak hour roadway counts are usually
used in analyzing intersections and interchanges.

State Routes (SR). State Routes are highway
facilities owned and operated by the State of
California Department of Transportation (Caltrans).

Transit Hubs. Major transfer points where various
transportation modes (e.g., rail, bus, bicycle,
pedestrians, and automobiles) facilitate passenger
transfers between the modes. These transfer points
are on a fixed schedule as opposed to “major
transfer points” which may be scheduled based on
headways. These types of facilities typically have a
building or other structure associated with them to
provide travelers with schedules and other related
information.

Transportation Demand Management (TDM).
Programs to reduce travel demand and improve
vehicle flow by encouraging mode shifts (i.e., bus,
carpool, rapid transit, bicycle, etc.), and by applying
operational efficiencies (i.e., signal synchronization,
bus turnouts, bicycle lanes, etc.) to highway
systems. TDM is intended to emphasize improved
transporta—tion systems efficiencies rather than
road expansion or construction.

Viper/TP+. Viper/TP+ transportation planning
software package used to develop daily traffic

forecasts.

Circulation Diagram and Standards

The City’s roadway network is designed to support
the development of the land uses shown on the
2030 Land Use Diagram and to reserve adequate
rights-of-way for development beyond 2030. The
General Plan seeks to maintain the city’s relatively
free-flowing traffic conditions while allowing for
future growth. The City’s most important policy
tool for ensuring upgrading and maintenance of its
roadways to provide for effective and efficient traffic
movement is the Circulation Diagram and its
associated standards.

See Policies TC-1.1 and TC-1.2 for more

information on the Circulation Diagram
and Roadway Standards, respectively.

Circulation Diagram

The Circulation Diagram depicts the proposed
circulation system needed to support
development under the Land Use Diagram. This
circulation system is represented on the diagram
as a set of roadway classifications that have been
developed to guide Tulare’s long-range planning
and programming. Roadways are systematically
classified based on the linkages they provide and
their function, both of which reflect their
importance to the land use pattern and traveler.

Roadway Classification

Roadways serve two functions: traffic movement,
or mobility, and accessibility to provide mobility
and to provide property access. High and
constant speeds are desirable for mobility, while
low speeds are more desirable for property
access, particularly in residential areas. A
functional classification system provides for
specialization in meeting the access and mobility
requirements of the development permitted under
the General Plan. Local streets emphasize
property access; arterials emphasize high mobility
for through-traffic; and collectors attempt to
achieve a balance between both functions. The
following roadway classifications are used in the
City of Tulare:

State Freeways and Highway. Freeways and
highways provide for high volume, high speed,
interregional travel with limited local access via
widely spaced interchanges (one mile minimum).
Freeway access is limited to designated
interchanges; no direct access to adjacent land
uses is permitted for any use.

Arterials (Major Arterials and Arterials).
Arterials are intended to: (a) provide a high level
of capacity in selected high volume corridors; (b)
provide connections between the freeway system
and arterials and collector streets via
interchanges; and (c) provide access to major
traffic generators. Arterials are moderate-speed
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through streets with average daily traffic over
10,000 vehicles per day. Access to an arterial
should be primarily accomplished through primary
collector and secondary collector streets. Limited
direct access to industrial, commercial and high
density residential uses is permitted as approved
through site plan review.

Primary Collector Streets. Primary collector
streets are intended to transfer traffic from collector
and minor streets to an arterial. Average daily
traffic on a primary collector will usually average
less than 10,000 vehicles per day. Primary collector
streets should provide direct linkages to
neighborhood shopping areas. Primary collector
intersections should be staggered to discourage
their use as through access ways by-passing
arterials. Direct access for low density residential,
commercial, and industrial uses and developments
should be permitted consistent with adopted
improvement standards.

Secondary Collector Streets. Secondary collector
streets are intended to carry moderate volumes of
traffic from local streets to primary collectors and
arterials. Average daily traffic on a secondary
collector normally averages 500-4,000 vehicles per
day. Direct access should be permitted consistent
with approved standards. Secondary collector
streets are not delineated on the Circulation
Diagram; instead they are located through the
development and subdivision approval process.

Local Streets. Local streets are intended as low
capacity streets primarily serving low-density
residential uses. Average daily traffic on a local
street averages less than 1,000 vehicles per day,
although most local streets average less than 500
vehicles per day. Direct access to local streets is
permitted consistent with adopted improvement
standards. Local streets are not delineated on the
Circulation Diagram; instead, they are designated
through the development and subdivision approval
process.

Roadway Standards

State Freeways and Highways. Freeway and
highway right-of-way widths and pavement
standards in Tulare are established by the State of
California Department of Transportation (Caltrans).

State Highways 63, 99 and 137 all pass through
the City of Tulare. All three are projected to play
an important role in future local and regional
travel. State Highway 63 (Mooney Boulevard)
provides a critical intercity connection between
Tulare and Visalia. The upgrading of this facility to
six lanes is anticipated in the future by both the
state's Route Concept Report and the Tulare
County Regional Transportation Plan adopted by
the Tulare County Association of Governments.

The most critical state highway with respect to
local Tulare traffic is State Highway 137 (Tulare
Avenue). Anticipated increases in traffic between
downtown Tulare and the eastern urban boundary
will necessitate the expansion of this major east
west facility.

Major Arterials. Major arterials provide high
volume connections between freeways and
collectors and are typically designed to
accommodate up to six through traffic lanes, a
parking/transit/right turn lane, and a center
median with dual left turn lanes at intersections.
The right-of-way for these streets should range
from 90 to 146 feet. A driveway spacing of at
least 300 feet should be maintained wherever
possible. Arterials are designated throughout the
Planning Area, generally creating a one-mile grid
pattern.

Arterials. Standard arterials provide for
moderate volumes, moderate speeds over
moderate distances with access to collectors at
half mile intervals and a limited number of local
streets. Arterials also provide access to major
traffic generators at quarter mile intervals.
Arterials are generally designed with two through
lanes on each direction with either on-street
parking or no parking with left turn lanes.
Arterials are subject to the same access standards
as major arterials.

Primary and Secondary Collectors. Primary
collector streets are designated throughout the
Planning Area, generally creating a %2 to ¥4 mile
grid pattern. Both primary and secondary
collectors generally have a two-lane configuration
with a right-of-way of 64 to 84 feet.
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Local Streets. Local streets provide direct access
to adjacent land. They also connect from adjacent
land uses to collector streets and, in some limited
instances, connect directly to arterials. Local streets
should not carry traffic from one area of the
community to another. Local streets should have a
two-lane configuration with a right-of-way of 56-60
feet, although narrower rights-of-way may be
permitted in certain circumstances. The minimum
right-of-way for local streets in areas designated for
commercial and industrial is 60 feet.

3.1 General

3.2 Roadway System

To develop an integrated
transportation system that provides
for the safe and efficient movement
B of people and goods. [New Goal]

TC-1.1 Integrated Transportation System
The City shall continue to work cooperatively with
the various local, state, and federal transportation
agencies (i.e., Caltrans, TCAG, Tulare County, and
regional transit providers) to maintain a multi-
modal transportation system that is well-integrated
and interconnected in terms of service, scheduling,
and capacity, and that effectively accommodates
planned land uses and related transportation needs,
and that promotes the safe movement of people
and goods and the efficient use of limited public
resources. [Source: New Policy]

TC-1.2  Road Improvements

Land use planning and transportation decisions shall
be correlated so that planned land uses are
supported by the appropriate types of circulation
service, levels of service, and the timing of
transportation improvements. Wherever practicable,
road improvements shall complement regional
needs and initiatives. [Source: New Policy]

To maintain an efficient and safe
roadway system throughout Tulare.
[Source: City of Tulare 1993 General
Plan; Circulation Element; Street
System: Goal 1]

TC-2

TC-2.1 Circulation Diagram

The City shall utilize and maintain the Circulation
Diagram to designate the classification for all
major roadways, designate significant transit
facilities, and designate bicycle facilities. The
City’s Circulation Diagram is combined with the
Land Use Diagram. The Circulation Diagram is
included at the back of this element. [Source:
New Policy]

TC-2.2  Roadway Standards

The City shall utilize the roadway standards
shown on Table 3-1 for new roadways, for
determining improvements for new projects, and
as part of City projects for roadway
enhancements and maintenance. [Source:

New Policy]

TC-2.3  Level of Service Standard

To assist in ensuring efficient traffic operating
conditions, evaluating the effects of new
development, determining mitigation measures
and impact fees, and developing capital
improvement programs, the City shall require that
Level of Service (LOS) D or better be maintained
for both daily and peak hour conditions, with the
following exceptions:

1. In the downtown, the City shall require
LOS E or better. This policy recognizes
the importance of an active and vibrant
downtown to the overall health of the
City, and acknowledges that economic
vitality in a relatively constrained
downtown area may result in greater
levels of traffic congestion. In the
downtown area, this also reflects the
physical constraints that limit the ability
to expand some roadways.
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2. At locations within ¥4 mile of a freeway
interchange or adjacent to regional
commercial uses, the City shall require LOS
E or better.

[Source: New Policy]

TC-2.4  Freeway Improvements

The City shall coordinate with Caltrans to establish
priorities for freeway improvements and initiate a
process for the design, funding, and construction of
improved freeway interchanges. [Source: City of
Tulare 1993 General Plan; Circulation Element;
Implementation Measures; Specific Actions and
Programs; Street System: Freeway Improvements-
Revised]

TC-2.5 Interchanges Design Coordination
The City shall coordinate with Caltrans on the
construction and design of identified future freeway
interchange improvement needs and on the
establishment of a cooperative funding approach for
the required improvements. [Source: City of Tulare
1993 General Plan; Circulation Element; Street
System: Policy 8]

TC-2.6 Relocate State Route 137

The City shall continue to work with Caltrans to
relocate State Route 137 out of the downtown area
(to Paige and Mooney Avenues) to better facilitate
truck movements and downtown safety. [Source:
New Policy]

TC-2.7  Tulare Loop Roadway

The City shall evaluate the development of a loop
roadway or express arterial to facilitate travel
around the City, reduce congestion, and minimize
air quality impacts associated with travel around the
community. [Source: New Policy]

TC-2.8  Traffic Signal Spacing

The City shall ensure traffic signals are spaced no
closer than one quarter mile on major arterials and
arterials, except in unusual circumstances. The
intersections of arterial and collector streets and the
access driveways to major traffic generators shall
be located so as to maintain this minimum signal
spacing. [Source: City of Tulare 1993 General Plan;
Circulation Element; Street System: Policy 7]

TC-2.9 Roadway Improvements

The City shall improve existing roadway links and
intersections which are identified as operating
below Level of Service "D" standard or have other
significant existing safety or operational
deficiencies. [Source: City of Tulare 1993 General
Plan; Circulation Element; Street System: Policy 1
- Revised]

TC-2.10 Local Street Traffic

The City shall ensure local streets do not carry
unreasonable levels of through traffic. If local
streets are determined to be carrying
unacceptable levels of through traffic, the City
shall take appropriate action to reduce the
through traffic levels by means deemed
acceptable under the Vehicle Code of the State of
California. [Source: City of Tulare 1993 General
Plan; Circulation Element; Street System:
Policy 10]

TC-2.11  Arterial Mobility

The City shall maintain system of north-south and
east-west arterial streets at approximately one-
half-mile intervals (preferred, less separation may
be appropriate given the location) to provide for
the mobility of the traveling public. [Source: City
of Tulare 1993 General Plan; Circulation Element;
Street System: Objective C]

TC-2.12 Collector Road Design

The City shall maintain a system of collector roads
located approximately every one-quarter mile in
the city's developed areas. [Source: City of Tulare
1993 General Plan; Circulation Element; Street
System: Objective D]

TC-2.13 Driveway / Curb Cut
Consolidation
The City shall encourage the consolidation of
driveways, access points and curb cuts along
existing developed major arterials or arterials
when new development or a change in the
intensity of existing development or land uses
occurs or when traffic operation or safety
warrants. [Source: City of Tulare 1993 General
Plan; Circulation Element; Street System:
Policy 17]
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Table 3-1. Tulare Roadway Standards

Raised Pavement Width Total
Pavem
Roadway Classification Total FOCto Median Thru Lanes Turn Lanes Shoulder ent
ROW 2-way Width
ROW  Line Width No.1 No.2 No.3 No.4 Left Left Right Left Right =*
6-8 Lane Arterial
Typical Cross Section 146 10 30 12 12 12 12 - - - - - 96
Intersection 146 10 6 12 12 12 12 -- 24 - -- - 120
6-Lane Arterial
Typical Cross Section 138 10 30 12 12 12 -- - - - 8 8 88
At Intersection Widen as needed
4-Lane Arterial (dual-left)
Typical Cross Section 118 10 30 12 12 -- - - - -- 10 10 68
At Intersection 118 10 6 12 12 - - - 24 12 8 - 92
4-Lane Arterial (single-left)
Typical Cross Section 110 10 18 14 14 -- -- -- -- -- 8 8 72
At Intersection 110 10 6 12 12 - -- -- 12 12 12 -- 84
Minor Arterial (no median)
4-Lane Striping Pattern 84 10 - 12 14 - - 12 - - - - 64
2-Lane Striping Pattern 84 10 -- 13 -- -- -- 12 -- -- 13 13 64
At Intersection Widen as needed
Collector
Typical Cross Section 64 10 - 14 - -- - - - -- 8 8 44
At Intersection Widen as needed
Local 56 10 -- 10 -- -- -- -- -- -- 8 8 36
Cul-de-sac 52 10 -- 8 -- -- -- -- -- -- 8 8 32

* Does not include median width.

Draft

December 2007

Page 3-7



. City

City of Tulare General Plan

" Tulare

TC-2.14 Shopping Center Ingress/Egress
The City shall ensure ingress and egress to
shopping centers are carefully designed in order to
promote traffic safety. Left hand movements into
and out of commercial areas should be minimized
and existing points of ingress and egress shall be
consolidated whenever possible. [Source: City of
Tulare 1993 General Plan; Circulation Element;
Street System: Policy 19]

TC-2.15 Commercial Driveway Separation
The City shall ensure the distance between

driveways along commercially developed arterials is

not less than 400 feet (measurement shall be from
centerline to centerline). Where this spacing is not
practical, the proposed development shall provide
acceptable traffic mitigation measures. [Source:
City of Tulare 1993 General Plan; Circulation
Element; Roadway Standards; Major Arterials &
Arterials; Standard A]

TC-2.16 Driveway Siting

The City shall encourage that driveways be located
on adjacent collector streets rather than on arterial
streets. [Source: City of Tulare 1993 General Plan;
Circulation Element; Roadway Standards; Major
Arterials & Arterials; Standard C]

TC-2.17 Dual Access

The City shall require at least two (2) independent
access routes for all major development areas.
[Source: New Policy]

TC-2.18 Specific Facility Driveway Siting

The City shall ensure driveways for specific facilities

(i.e., service stations) near intersections are not
serviced by median breaks and are located no less
than 50 feet from the intersection. (The
measurement shall be from the curb return to the
nearest edge of the driveway). If more than one
driveway is' required to serve a property, the
driveways shall be separated by a minimum of 50

feet. (The 50 feet are to be measured edge to edge,
not centerline to centerline). [Source: City of Tulare

1993 General Plan; Circulation Element; Roadway
Standards; Major Arterials & Arterials; Standard D,
& Collectors; Standard D]

TC-2.19 Major Activity Center Access

The City shall ensure that driveway access to
major activity centers is located no closer than
200 feet to the adjacent intersection of a collector
or arterial street. (Measurement shall be from the
curb return to the nearest edge of the driveway).
[Source: City of Tulare 1993 General Plan;
Circulation Element; Roadway Standards;
Collectors; Standard A]

TC-2.20 Median Design

The City shall encourage the use of concrete
medians where left turn control is needed and
shall also use painted medians on two-way left
turn pockets where appropriate. Where concrete
medians are provided, median breaks should be
spaced not less than 300 feet apart. [Source: City
of Tulare 1993 General Plan; Circulation Element;
Roadway Standards; Major Arterials & Arterials;
Standard F; & Collectors; Standard F]

TC-2.21 Master Planned Commercial
Development
The City shall require that future commercial
development or modifications to existing
development are master planned with limited
points of ingress and egress onto major arterials
and arterials. [Source: City of Tulare 1993
General Plan; Circulation Element; Street System:
Policy 18]

TC-2.22 Four-Leg, Right Angle
Intersections
The City shall ensure, where possible, major
arterials, arterials, and collectors form four-leg,
right angle intersections. The City shall discourage
jog, offset, and skewed intersections of such
streets to the extent possible. [Source: City of
Tulare 1993 General Plan; Circulation Element;
Street System: Policy 9 - Revised]

TC-2.23 Traffic Noise

The City shall ensure that circulation systems
minimize excessive noise impacts on sensitive
land uses. The City shall require new development
to mitigate traffic noise impacts where warranted
(e.g., by constructing sound walls or berms or
increasing setback distances). [Source: City of
Tulare 1993 General Plan; Circulation Element;
Street System: Policy 15]
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TC-2.24 Roadway Standard Consistency

The City shall require new development to construct
public streets within their project boundaries to
standards adequate to serve projected traffic
volumes. The City shall ensure that plan lines and
right-of-ways be provided to meet the standards of
the appropriate street designation. [Source: City of
Tulare 1993 General Plan; Circulation Element;
Street System: Policy 3]

TC-2.25 Limiting Local Street Use

The City shall encourage residential subdivisions to
provide access from collector streets and discourage
the use of local streets as alternatives (a bypass) to
congested arterials. The City shall ensure that
neighborhood streets are designed to reduce
excessive speeds. [Source: Modified City of Tulare
1993 General Plan; Circulation Element; Street
System: Policy 12, revised]

Pedestrian

Crossings Pedestrian and
Biayele Access

TC-2.26 Orientation of Subdivision Away
from Arterials
The City shall require residential development to be
oriented away (side-on or rear-on) from major
arterials and arterials, and properly buffered from
these roadway types to preserve the carrying
capacity on the street and protect the residential
environment. [Source: City of Tulare 1993 General
Plan; Circulation Element; Street System: Policy 13]

TC-2.27 Connectivity

The City shall promote connectivity throughout
residential street patterns. Where cul-de-sacs are
permitted, the City shall promote pedestrian and
bicycle travel by including pathways as appropriate
to connect cul-de-sacs to other streets or
community facilities such as parks and schools.
[Source: New Policy]

TC-2.28 Traffic Signal Management

The City shall synchronize and otherwise manage
traffic signals on arterial streets to the extent
possible to facilitate the movement of people and
to minimize stops or delays. [Source: New Policy]

TC-2.29 Environmental Impacts of
Roadway Design

The City shall ensure that construction of new

roadways and expansion of existing streets

mitigate, to the extent feasible, impacts on air

quality, noise, and sensitive biological areas.

[Source: New Policy]

TC-2.30 Commertcial Area Access

The City shall require commercial projects to
provide frontage roads and/or access controls to
reduce traffic congestion. [Source: New Policy]

TC-2.31 Emergency Vehicle Routes

The City shall establish a street network that
provides quick, efficient routes for emergency
vehicles, including police, fire, and emergency
medical vehicles. [Source: City of Tulare 1993
General Plan; Circulation Element; Street System:
Objective H]

TC-2.32 Emergency Railroad Crossing

The City shall provide a grade-separated east-
west railroad crossing at a location which
facilitates adequate emergency vehicle movement
between west-side neighborhoods and east-side
medical facilities. [Source: City of Tulare 1993
General Plan; Land Use Element; Municipal
Services: Policy 6]
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3.3 Road Improvement Funding

To maintain a system for funding
needed roadway improvements that
ensure a safe and efficient level of
service that meets the City’s
established standards.. [Source:
Modified City of Tulare 1993 General
Plan; Circulation Element; Road
Improvement Funding: Goal 1]

TC-3.5  Other Funding Sources

The City shall work with Tulare County, TCAG,
Caltrans, and other jurisdictions and agencies to
secure additional funding to meet transportation
funding shortfalls for priority projects and other
modes of transportation (e.g., bike and transit).
[Source: New Policy]

34 Transit

TC-3.1 Roadway Improvement
Responsibility

The City shall ensure future development is

responsible for its fair-share of street improvements

required by cumulative traffic increases. [Source:

City of Tulare 1993 General Plan; Circulation

Element; Road Improvement Funding: Policy 2]

TC-3.2  Fair Share Improvements

The City shall ensure that responsibility for all major
arterial, arterial, and collector street improvement
needs, existing and future, is allocated on a fair-
share basis between the City and benefiting future
development. [Source: City of Tulare 1993 General
Plan; Circulation Element; Road Improvement
Funding: Objective A]

TC-3.3 Roadway Improvement Funding
Sources
The City shall pursue designated gas and sales tax
subventions, other state or federal sources, or the
City’s general fund complete needed major arterial,
arterial, and collector street connections identified
as existing needs. [Source: City of Tulare 1993
General Plan; Circulation Element; Road
Improvement Funding: Policy 1]

TC-3.4  Developer Dedication

The City shall require the dedication of right-of-way
or construction of planned facilities within and
adjacent to new development projects when such
improvements are deemed necessary to promote
safe and efficient circulation patterns. [Source:
Modified City of Tulare 1993 General Plan;
Circulation Element; Street System: Policy 6]

To maintain and develop an adequate
transit system that provides for the
local and regional transit needs of
Tulare residents. [Source: City of
Tulare 1993 General Plan; Circulation
Element; Transit: Goal 1-Revised]

TC-4.1 Transit Use Promotion

The City shall encourage the increased use of
public transit as a means to reduce traffic
congestion and air quality impacts. [Source: City
of Tulare 1993 General Plan; Circulation Element;
Transit: Objective A]

TC-4.2 Integration of Public
Transportation into New
Development Proposals

The City shall evaluate new development

proposals to ensure adequate public

transportation facilities (e.g., a continuous
parking lane with bus stops, special bus turn-
outs, etc.) are incorporated. [Source: City of

Tulare 1993 General Plan; Circulation Element;

Transit: Policy 1]

TC-4.3  Pedestrian Access to Transit

The City shall ensure pedestrian access to transit
along arterials and collectors is available where
security walls, noise barriers, or fences are
proposed adjacent to residential development.
[Source: City of Tulare 1993 General Plan;
Circulation Element; Transit: Policy 2 (1)]
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TC-4.4  Bus Stop Amenities

The City shall encourage bus stop seating and
shelters to be integrated into wall designs along
arterials or collectors adjacent to residential
neighborhoods. [Source: City of Tulare 1993
General Plan; Circulation Element; Transit: Policy 2

]

TC-4.5  Transit Links to Other
Communities

The City shall encourage the provision of adequate

public transportation links with other communities

in Tulare County and adjacent counties. [Source:

City of Tulare 1993 General Plan; Circulation

Element; Transit: Objective B]

TC-4.6  Regional Public Transportation
Service

The City shall support and facilitate reasonable

proposals to bring regional public transportation

service (including Amtrak or other passenger rail

service) to Tulare. [Source: City of Tulare 1993

General Plan; Circulation Element; Transit: Policy 3]

TC-4.7 Railroad ROW Conversion

The City shall work to preserve the right-of-way of
abandoned railroads for future transit routes.
[Source: City of Tulare 1993 General Plan;
Circulation Element; Street System: Policy 4 -
Revised]

TC-4.8  Transit Compatible Land Use

The City shall encourage the clustering of land uses
that generate high trip volumes and other transit-
oriented designs to foster the demand needed to
support transit activity. Transit-oriented designs
should include:

®  Provision of sheltered bus stops to be provided
with new development;

®  Location of medium and high-density
development shall be located near transit
services;

® Linking of residential uses to transit stops via
continuous sidewalks or pedestrian paths; and

" Incorporation of park-and-ride lots to
accommodate not only motorists, but also
other users of public transit and van or
carpooling. [Source: New Policy]

3.5 Parking

To provide adequate and convenient
parking in the city. [Source: City of
TC-5 Tulare 1993 General Plan; Circulation
Element; Parking: Goal 1]

TC-5.1 Downtown Parking

The City shall provide adequate and convenient
parking in Downtown Tulare. The City shall work
closely with the Municipal Parking Authority to
ensure adequate Downtown parking is provided
within convenient proximity to Downtown retail,
offices, and service business locations. [Source:
City of Tulare 1993 General Plan; Circulation
Element; Parking: Objective A and Policy 2]

TC-5.2  Adequate Parking throughout
City
The City shall ensure that adequate and
convenient parking is provided in all residential
neighborhoods, and industrial, office, and
commercial areas. [Source: City of Tulare 1993
General Plan; Circulation Element; Parking:
Objective B]

TC-5.3  Public Development

The City shall ensure new public development in
and around Downtown provides adequate onsite
parking in accordance with the Zoning Ordinance.
[Source: City of Tulare 1993 General Plan;
Circulation Element; Parking: Policy 6]

TC-5.4  On-Site Parking for High-
Demand Uses

The City shall require Downtown businesses that

generate high parking demand, to provide onsite

parking in accordance with the Zoning Ordinance.

[Source: City of Tulare 1993 General Plan;

Circulation Element; Parking: Policy 7]

TC-5.5  Convenient Walking Distance

The City shall ensure parking is within convenient
walking distance and is not separated by arterial
or collector streets from the development it
serves. [Source: City of Tulare 1993 General
Plan; Circulation Element; Parking: Policy 3]
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TC-5.6 Non-Residential Parking

The City shall discourage non-residential parking on

residential streets. [Source: City of Tulare 1993
General Plan; Circulation Element; Parking:
Policy 5]

TC-5.7  Shared Parking

The City shall promote shared parking among
adjacent land uses, especially those whose demand
for parking peaks at different times, to minimize
land consumption, paving, and curb cuts. [Source:
New Policy]

For additional guidance on shared parking

facilities, see the policies under Goal LU-5,
Downtown Development.

TC-5.8  Visual Integration

The City shall require parking lots along street
frontages to be well designed to reduce their visual
impact and maximize pedestrian and bicycle
compatibility and safety. [Source: New Policy]

3.6 Non-Vehicular Circulation

vehicular circulation system
throughout Tulare. [Source: City of

TC-6 Tulare 1993 General Plan; Circulation

Element; Non-Vehicular Circulation:
Goal 1]

To maintain an efficient and safe non-

TC-6.1 Pedestrian Facilities

The City shall strive to provide continuous and safe
sidewalks, paths, and appropriate crosswalks along
all city streets and through appropriate open space
areas, especially near schools, parks, in the
Downtown area, and in other areas with substantial
pedestrian traffic. [Source: City of Tulare 1993
General Plan; Circulation Element; Non-Vehicular
Circulation: Objective A]

TC-6.2  Provision of Sidewalks for New
Development

The City shall require all new development to

provide sidewalks or other suitable pedestrian

facilities. Whenever feasible, pedestrian paths

should be developed to allow for unobstructed

pedestrian flow to major destinations such as bus
stops, schools, parks, and shopping centers.
[Source: Modified City of Tulare 1993 General
Plan; Circulation Element; Non-Vehicular
Circulation: Policy 1]

TC-6.3 Correction of Sidewalk
Deficiencies
The City shall encourage the adjacent property
owner to repair sidewalk deficiencies (i.e.,
damage to existing sidewalks or lack of sidewalks)
in established neighborhoods. [Source: City of
Tulare 1993 General Plan; Circulation Element;
Non-Vehicular Circulation: Policy 2]

TC-6.4 Non-Vehicular Access

The City shall ensure all recreation areas, public
places, and commercial developments are
designed to facilitate easy access by pedestrians
and bicycles. Development designs for these land
uses shall include benches, bike racks, etc., when
appropriate. [Source: City of Tulare 1993 General
Plan; Circulation Element; Non-Vehicular
Circulation: Policy 3]

TC-6.5  Bike Route System

The City shall develop and maintain a
comprehensive bike path, bike lane, and bike
route system throughout the city, including those
routes designated on the Land Use/Circulation
Diagram. The City shall promote the development
of a comprehensive and safe system of
recreational and commuter bicycle routes that
provide connections between the city’s major
employment and housing areas, between its
existing and planned bikeways, and between
schools, parks, retail shopping, and residential
neighborhoods. [Source: City of Tulare 1993
General Plan; Circulation Element; Non-Vehicular
Circulation: Objective B, revised]

TC-6.6 Railroad ROW Conversion

The City shall investigate alternative
transportation uses (bicycle paths and pedestrian
trail systems) for existing and abandoned rights-
of-way. [Source: Modified City of Tulare 1993
General Plan; Circulation Element; Street System:
Policy 4 — Revised]
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TC-6.7 Safe Routes to School City of Tulare 1993 General Plan; Circulation
The City shall cooperate with local schools to Element; TSM/TDM: Policy 1]
develop, maintain, and update a Safe Routes to
School program. [Source: New Policy] TC-7.3 Demand Reduction and Capacity

Expansion

TC-6.8  Alternate Funding To improve air quality and reduce congestion, the
The City shall consider alternative sources of City shall seek to reduce vehicle-miles-traveled
funding for the development and improvement of per household by making efficient use of existing
bikeways and pedestrian pathways. [Source: and planned transportation facilities. Measures
New Policy] that can be applied include:
TC-6.9 Intergovernmental Coordination "  Promoting efficient arrangement of land
The City shall coordinate bikeway development uses.
efforts between various departments, Tulare
County, and other agencies involved in the ® Improving public transportation and
planning, construction, and operation of bikeways. ridesharing.

[Source: New Policy]
®  Facilitating more direct routes for

TC-6.10 Coordination with Transit Facilities pedestrians and bicyclists and other non-
The City shall coordinate the location of bicycle and polluting modes.

pedestrian facilities (sidewalks, bicycle

lockers/storage, etc) with transit stops fostering a ® Encouraging large employers to use
multi-modal environment. [Source: New Policy] transportation demand management

techniques to reduce peak hour traffic.
These techniques could include:

3.7 Transportation System ¢ Staggered start and end time for
Management/Transportation employees
Demand Management

¢ Carpooling and vanpooling

To improve the city's transportation
systems through use of
transportation systems management .
(TSM) and transportation demand
management (TDM). [Source: City of
Tulare 1993 General Plan; Circulation
Element; TSM/TDM: Goal 1]

¢ Telecommunications opportunities

Business-sponsored transit passes or
discounts

[Source: New Policy]

TC-71 TSM/TDM

The City shall incorporate TSM and TDM into city
street improvement programs and the development
review process. [Source: City of Tulare 1993
General Plan; Circulation Element; TSM/TDM:
Objective A]

TC-7.2 TSM/TDM Strategy

The City shall incorporate potential TSM and TDM
strategies into new residential, commercial,
industrial, and institutional development. [Source:
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3.8 Goods Movement 3.9 Aviation

To provide an efficient system for
goods movement that adequately aviation air service to business,
serves the industrial and commercial recreational and agricultural

areas of Tulare. [Source: Modified TC-9 enterprises in Tulare. [Source: City of
ey City of Tulare 1993 General Plan; Tulare 1993 General Plan; Circulation
Circulation Element; Trucking: Element; Aviation: Goal 1]

To maintain adequate general

Goal 1]
TC-9.1 Aviation Services

TC-8.1 Truck Route System The City shall encourage a full range of aviation
The City shall maintain and enforce a truck route services at Mefford Field and promote passenger
system and related parking limitations to minimize and air freight service that meets the present and
conflicts between truck and automobile circulation, future needs of residents and the business
minimize the impact of truck traffic on residential community. [Source: New Policy]
neighborhoods and other sensitive uses, and
provide for the efficient movement of goods TC-9.2 Airpott Service Demands
throughout the City. [Source: City of Tulare 1993 The City shall encourage commercial and
General Plan; Circulation Element; Trucking: industrial developments requiring air service to
Objective A and Objective B] locate near the airport vicinity. [Source: Modified

City of Tulare 1993 General Plan; Circulation
Element; Aviation: Objective A]

@ See also Policy TC-2.6, Relocate SR 137.

TC-9.3  Airport Protection Zone
The City shall prohibit incompatible land uses

TC-8.2 Access to Transportation (i.e., residences, schools, public buildings, and tall
The City shall ensure industrial and commercial structures) in the designated Airport Protection
development is located in proximity to major Zone. [Source: Modified City of Tulare 1993
transportation corridors and facilities (i.e., General Plan; Circulation Element; Aviation:
highways, rail, air). [Source: City of Tulare 1993 Objective B]
General Plan; Circulation Element; Trucking:
Policy 1] TC-9.3  Mefford Field Expansion

The City shall support reasonable expansion of
TC-8.3 Regional Coordination Mefford Field to serve City business, recreational,
The City shall participate in regional coordination and agricultural needs. [Source: City of Tulare
efforts (including the San Joaquin Valley Goods 1993 General Plan; Circulation Element; Aviation:
Movement Action Plan as proposed by the California Policy 1]
Partnership for the San Joaquin Valley and the
Regional Blueprint process) to assure land use and TC-9.4 Aviation Planning
transportation plans are integrated. [Source: The City shall participate in regional aviation
New Policy] planning efforts, such as the County’s Airport

Land Use Plan (ALUP). [Source: New Policy]
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TC-9.5  Consistency with Airport Land Use TC-10.2 Future Rail System
Commission Policies The City shall coordinate future railroad system

The City shall ensure that all development is development with relevant planned circulation
consistent with the policies adopted by the Tulare system projects. [Source: City of Tulare 1993
County Airport Land Use Commission (except General Plan; Circulation Element; Rail: Policy 2]
where, pursuant to Public Utilities code Sections
21676 and 21676.5, the City Council, pursuant to a TC-10.3 Rail Abandonment
two-thirds vote, exercises its option to conclude The City shall coordinate with appropriate County
that notwithstanding a negative recommendation and State agencies to review rail line
from the ALUC, the Council’s proposed action is abandonment proposals and consider alternatives
consistent with the purposes of providing for the for the use of abandoned facilities. [Source: New
orderly development of the Airport and the res Policy]

surrounding the airport while protecting the public
health, safety, and welfare by minimizing the
public’s exposure to excessive and safety hazards.)
[Source: New Policy]

For additional policies on aviation land

use planning, see the polices under Goal
LU-10, Airport.

3.10 Rail

To encourage the continuation of
viable rail transport service and the
reintroduction of passenger rail
service to Tulare. [Source: City of
Tulare 1993 General Plan; Circulation
Element; Rail: Goal 1]

TC-10.1 Facilitate Passenger Rail Service
The City shall provide necessary land use
designations, public facilities, and circulation
improvements to facilitate continued rail transport
service and the reintroduction of passenger rail
service to Tulare. [Source: City of Tulare 1993
General Plan; Circulation Element; Rail:

Objective A]
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3.11 Implementation Measures

The following table documents the implementation measures included with the General Plan to implement the

goals and policies included in this element.

Implementation

Implements

Timeframe

What
Policy

Who is
Responsible

2007- 2010- 2015- On-
2010 2015 2030 going

TC-1. The City shall coordinate with
Caltrans to establish priorities for
freeway improvements and initiate a
process for the design, funding, and
construction of improved freeway
interchanges. [Source: City of Tulare
1993 General Plan; Circulation
Element; Implementation Measures;
Specific Actions and Programs;
Street System: Freeway
Improvements-Revised]

TC-2.1
TC-2.2

Public Works [ |

Development
Services

TC-2. The City shall identify economic,
design, and planning solutions to
improve existing levels-of-service
currently below the LOS specified
above. Where physical mitigation is
infeasible, the City shall consider
developing programs that enhance
alternative access or otherwise

minimize travel demand.

TC-2.3 Public Works [ ]

TC-3. The City shall establish a
transportation impact fee to ensure
the mitigation of traffic impacts
created by new development.
[Source: City of Tulare 1993 General
Plan; Circulation Element;
Implementation Measures; Local
Document Review: Traffic Impact

Fee]

TC-3.2 Development [ |

Services

TC-4. The City shall periodically review
existing parking standards to ensure
their adequacy. [Source: City of
Tulare 1993 General Plan; Circulation
Element; Implementation Measures;
Specific Actions and Programs;

Parking: Parking Standards]

TC-5.1
TC-5.2

Development [ |
Services
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Implements Timeframe

What Who is 2007- 2010- 2015- On-
Implementation Policy Responsible 2010 2015 2030 going

TC-5. The City should develop and TC-5.1  Development [ | |
maintain a downtown parking plan. TC-5.2  Services
This plan should be complete
following a review the Municipal
Parking District boundaries, the city's
parking requirements, and the
location and adequacy of signage.

This plan should discourage
employee parking in prime parking
spaces within downtown retail areas.
[Source: City of Tulare 1993 General
Plan; Circulation Element;
Implementation Measures; Specific
Actions and Programs; Parking:
Downtown Plan]

TC-6. The City shall identify and fund a TC-6.1  Development [ | |
study to improve pedestrian access Services
along existing local arterial and
collector streets. [Source: City of
Tulare 1993 General Plan; Land Use
Element; Community Character:
Policy 7-Revised]

Public Works

TC-7. The City shall develop and maintaina  TC-6.1 Development [ | |
database of sidewalks along streets TC-6.2  Services
which currently do not contain
continuous side walks. [Source: City
of Tulare 1993 General Plan;
Circulation Element; Implementation
Measures; Specific Actions and
Programs; Non-Vehicular Circulation:
Sidewalk Retrofit]

TC-8. The City shall develop and distribute TC-6.3  Development [ | [ |
information on sidewalk maintenance Services
and distribute these materials to
property owners in areas with
damaged sidewalks or no sidewalks.
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Implements Timeframe

What Who is 2007-  2010-  2015-  On-
Implementation Policy Responsible 2010 2015 2030 going

TC-9. The City shall review City street TC-8.2 Development |
standards every five years to insure Services
compatibility with changing truck
height and weight standards.
[Source: City of Tulare 1993 General
Plan; Circulation Element;
Implementation Measures; Specific
Actions and Programs; Trucking:
Trucking Route System and
Standards Update (2)]

TC-10.The City shall identify and update TC-8.2 Development |
existing truck route signage. Services
[Source: City of Tulare 1993 General
Plan; Circulation Element;
Implementation Measures; Specific
Actions and Programs; Trucking:
Trucking Route Signage]

TC-11.The City shall develop a program to TC-8.2  Development [ |
educate local businesses and Services
industries about the truck route
system. [Source: City of Tulare 1993
General Plan; Circulation Element;
Implementation Measures; Specific
Actions and Programs; Trucking:
Business and Industry Education]

TC-12.The City shall update the Designated TC-8.3 Development |
Truck Routes system and Chapter 7 Services
(Truck Routes) of the Tulare
Municipal Code, including a review of
the hours of operation for truck
deliveries. [Source: City of Tulare
1993 General Plan; Circulation
Element; Implementation Measures;

Specific Actions and Programs;
Trucking: Trucking Route System
and Standards Update (1)]
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Implements Timeframe
What Who is 2007-  2010-  2015- On-
Implementation Policy Responsible 2010 2015 2030 going
TC-13.The City shall annually review and TC-9.1 Development [ ]

update as needed the Mefford Field TC-9.2  Services

Master Plan. [Source: City of Tulare
1993 General Plan; Circulation
Element; Implementation Measures;
Specific Actions and Programs;
Aviation: Airport Master Plan]

TC-14.1In an effort to protect the operations TC-9.3 Development |
of the airport, the City shall require TC-9.5  Services
that all new development within the
airport Area of Influence Boundary
grant an aviation easement on behalf
of the airport and shall implement
procedures concerning notice and
disclosure of airport impacts
(including over flights and noise).

TC-15.The City should pursue a public TC-10.1  Development |
transportation connection to the Services
Amtrak train station in Hanford.
[Source: City of Tulare 1993 General
Plan; Circulation Element;
Implementation Measures; Specific
Actions and Programs; Transit:
Regional Transit Connection]

TC-16.The City shall undertake a study to TC-10.1  Development |
establish a preferred location for a TC-10.2  Services
passenger rail station transportation
center within the city. The study shall
include a funding plan and
implementation time frame. [Source:

City of Tulare 1993 General Plan;
Circulation Element; Implementation
Measures; Specific Actions and
Programs; Rail: Passenger Service
Station]
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Conservation & Open Space

Tulare’s natural resources (water resources, provides opportunities for expansion in
biological resources, and open space), agricultural regional economic drivers.
resources, cultural and archaeological resources,
and parks and recreation facilities are important " Protect significant cultural and
elements in the quality of life for Tulare’s residents. archeological resources to ensure the
The purpose of the Conservation and Open Space preservation and maintenance of
Element is to protect and enhance these resources Tulare’s heritage. Cultural resources
as the City continues to urbanize and expand provide the historical context for the city.
outward. The General Plan seeks to balance the The authentic remnants of the city’s
need for growth with the need for the conservation cultural legacy provide an irreplaceable
and enhancement of the area’s natural and cultural tangible link to the past. These assets
resources, frequently in cooperation with other serve as material anchors and their
agencies. preservation is vital to connecting the
present day community with its historical
This Conservation and Open Space Element is based roots.

on the following guiding principles:
" Provide ample recreation opportunities

® Design and plan new development to for all residents. As Tulare continues to
reduce impacts to natural and cultural grow, it will be vital to the quality of life in
resources. The urban form and design of the City to ensure that parkland is available
developments plays an important role in for all residents. The location of existing
sustaining the natural environment. To protect and future parks will be essential to the
these areas from the adverse impacts of vitality of neighborhoods. In addition, the
urbanization, the interconnectedness of types of parks that are available to
natural systems is recognized. residents can be key to resident’s

happiness and well being. Setting up an

" Ensure areliable, adequate water supply integrated system of local, community,
to sustain a high quality of life, while regional, and specialized parks or facilities
protecting and enhancing the can provide residents with easy access to
environment. Growth and expansion of the recreation choices.
City of Tulare will require additional water
resources to support all land uses while ®*  Ppromote efficient use of energy
maintaining environmental sustainability. In resources, including the adoption of
addition, the Elk Bayou is a valuable natural clean, renewable energy technologies
asset that needs to be protected. to ensure an adequate and reliable

supply, economic growth, and

®  Support the continued preservation of improved air quality. Increasing the
agricultural resources. Agriculture is a vital energy efficiency of buildings within the city
component of the economic base for the City will serve to conserve vital resources and
of Tulare. Maintaining the viability and promote responsible stewardship. The land
sustainability of this economic sector will be resources and agrarian strengths of the
critical to both the city and the surrounding agricultural industry within the region
region. As one of the most industry driven provides distinct opportunities for
industries within the region, the development, encouraging expansion of the regional
adoption and integration of new technologies economic base.
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The Conservation & Open Space Element is divided
into the following seven sections:

=  Water Resources (Section 4.1)

= Biological Resources (Section 4.2)

= Agricultural Resources (Section 4.3)

=  Parks and Recreation (Section 4.4)

= Cultural & Archeological Resources
(Section 4.5)

= Energy Conservation (Section 4.6)

= Implementation Measures (Section 4.7)

41 Water Resources

To preserve and enhance surface

waterways and aquifers. [Source:
COS-]‘ New Goal]

COS-1.1 Groundwater Protection

The City shall work with Tulare County and special
districts to help protect groundwater resources from
overdraft by promoting water conservation and
groundwater recharge efforts. [Source: New Policy]

COS-1.2 Continued Recharge of
Groundwater Basin
In known or identified groundwater recharge areas,
the predominant land use and resource activities
should be designed to promote recharge of the
groundwater basin and protection of groundwater
quality at a level superior to standard development
practices. When appropriate to the land use
designation, clustered development should be
encouraged to promote open space and continue
infiltration.

COS-1.3 Elk Bayou Protection

The City shall cooperate with Tulare County to
protect Elk Bayou by protecting its water quality
and open space. [Source: City of Tulare 1993
General Plan; Land Use Element: Goal 9-Revised]

COS-1.4 Elk Bayou Runoff Controls

The City shall require runoff controls in conjunction
with development projects and agriculture
production near the Elk Bayou to limit toxins and
nutrients from entering waterways. [Source: New
Policy]

COS-1.5 Water Source

The City shall cooperate with other jurisdictions
to jointly study the potential for using surface
water sources to help protect the groundwater
supply. [Source: New Policy]

COS-1.6 Water Conservation

The City shall promote efficient water use and
reduced water demand by:

a. Requiring water-conserving design and
equipment in new construction;

b. Encouraging water-conserving
landscaping and other conservation
measures; and

c. Encouraging retrofitting existing
development with water-conserving
devices.

d. Providing public education programs

e. Distributing outdoor lawn watering
guidelines

f. Promoting water audit and leak detection
programs

g. Enforcing water conservation programs
[Source: New Policy]

COS-1.7 Reclaimed Wastewater

The City shall investigate the use of reclaimed
wastewater to offset the demand for new water
supplies. Such programs may include: dual
water systems for potable and non-potable
water; reuse of grey water in homes or
businesses for irrigation; and reuse of sewage
effluent for irrigation of crops, golf courses, or
city irrigation. [Source: New Policy]

COS-1.8 Urban Runoff

To the maximum extent practicable, the City
shall adopt and enforce regulations and engage
in educational efforts to reduce pollution from
urban runoff. [Source: New Policy]
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COS-1.9 Pollution from Runoff

New projects (excluding residential parcel maps)
will be required to provide onsite detention facilities
designed to retain the first inch of runoff from a
site. [Source: New Policy]

4.2  Biological Resources

To preserve and protect sensitive
significant habitats, enhance
biodiversity, and promote healthy
ecosystems throughout the Planning
Area. [Source: Source: New Goal]

COS-2

COS-2.1 Protection of Rare and Endangered
Species

The City shall support preservation, restoration, and

enhancement of designated habitats of State or

Federally-listed rare, threatened, endangered

and/or other sensitive and special status species.

[Source: New Policy]

COS-2.2 Development in Environmentally-
Sensitive Areas

The City shall require careful planning of new
development in environmentally sensitive habitat
areas and to avoid or otherwise mitigate potential
significant impacts whenever feasible. The focus of
efforts shall be on project design to avoid impacts
whenever feasible. Environmentally-sensitive
habitat shall include, at a minimum, the following:

®  Any habitat for a federally- or state-listed
rare, threatened or endangered animal or
plant; and

®  |dentifiable wildlife movement corridors,
including, but not limited to, non-fragmented
stream environment zones, and avian and
mammalian migratory routes. [Source:
New Policy]

COS-2.3 Site Planning

The City shall encourage site planning that
incorporates and protects creek and wetland edges.
[Source: New Policy]

COS-2.4 Open Space Buffers

The City shall require buffer areas between
development projects and significant
watercourses, riparian vegetation, wetlands, and
other sensitive habitats and natural
communities. [Source: New Policy]

COS-2.5 Planting of Native Vegetation
The City shall encourage the planting of native
trees, shrubs, and grasslands in order to
preserve the visual integrity of the landscape,
provide habitat conditions suitable for native
vegetation and wildlife, and ensure that a
maximum number and variety of well-adapted
plants are maintained. [Source: New Policy]

COS-2.6 Valley Oaks

The City shall preserve mature Valley Oaks and
their habitats located within the Planning Area to
the extent possible. [Source: City of Tulare 1993
General Plan; Land Use Element; Growth
Pattern: Policy 6- Revised]

COS-2.7 Wetlands Dedication

The City shall require all preserved wetlands be
dedicated to the City or a non-profit organization
approved by the City and preserved through
perpetual covenants enforceable by the City or
other appropriate agencies. [Source: New Policy]

COS-2.8 Wetlands Management

The City shall support the management of
wetland and riparian plant communities for
passive recreation, groundwater recharge, and
wildlife habitats. Such communities shall be
restored or expanded, where possible and as
appropriate. [Source: New Policy]

4.3  Agricultural Resources

To promote the productivity of
agricultural lands surrounding
COS'3 Tulare and the continued viability

of Tulare County agriculture.
[Source: New Goal]
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COS-3.1 Protect Interim Agricultural Activity
The City shall protect the viability of existing interim
agricultural activity in the Planning Area to the
extent possible. [Source: City of Tulare 1993
General Plan; Land Use Element; Agriculture:

Goal 1]

COS-3.2 Agricultural Buffers

The City shall require that agricultural land uses
designated for long-term protection (in a Williamson
Act contract or under a conservation easement
located outside the City’s Planning Area) shall be
buffered from urban land uses through the use of
techniques including, but not limited to, spatial
separations (e.g., greenbelts, open space setbacks,
etc.), transitions in density, soundwalls, fencing,
and/or berming. [Source: New Policy]

COS-3.3 Agricultural Disclosures

The City shall require that developers of residential
projects, which are within general proximity of
agricultural operations in the city, to provide
notification to new homeowners within their deeds
of the City’s right to farm ordinance. [Source: New
Policy]

COS-3.4 Discourage Leapfrog Development
The City shall discourage leapfrog development
(defined as urban development more than ¥2 mile
from existing urban development) and development
of peninsulas extending into agricultural lands to
avoid adverse effects on agricultural operations and
contribute to premature conversion. [Source:

New Policy]

COS-3.5 Support County Programs

The City shall encourage, support, and coordinate
with Tulare County in the implementation of its
agricultural programs, outside the city’s sphere of
influence. [Source: New Policy]

COS-3.6 Agricultural Business

The City shall continue to maintain and encourage
agricultural-related businesses and industries in the
city. [Source: City of Tulare 1993 General Plan;
Land Use Element; Agriculture: Goal 2-Revised]

COS-3.7 Supportive Agricultural Services
The City shall continue to encourage the
development of business and services necessary to

support agriculture. [Source: City of Tulare 1993
General Plan; Land Use Element; Agriculture:
Policy 4]

COS-3.8 World Ag Expo

The City shall continue to support the annual
World Ag Expo within the Planning Area.
[Source: City of Tulare 1993 General Plan; Land
Use Element; Agriculture: Policy 5]

COS-3.9 Williamson Act Contracts

The City shall encourage the use of Williamson
Act contracts on parcels located outside the
Planning Area.[Source: New Policy]

COS-3.10 Williamson Act Contracts near
City Limits

The City shall protest the formation of new

Williamson Act or Super Williamson Act contracts

within the Planning Area. [Source: New Policy]

COS-3.11 Williamson Act Non-Renewal
in UDB

The City shall support non-renewal or

cancellation processes for Williamson Act

designated lands within the City of Tulare Urban

Development Boundary (UDB) [Source:

New Policy]

@ For additional policies the City of Tulare

UDB, see Policy LU-2.5.

4.4 Parks and Recreation

To provide parks and recreation
facilities and services that
adequately meet the existing and
future needs of all Tulare
residents. [Source: City of Tulare
1993 General Plan; Land Use
Element; Parks and Recreation:
Goal 1]

COS-4.1 Parkland/Open Space Standards
The City shall provide 5 acres of developed

parkland per 1,000 residents. New residential or
mixed use developments containing a residential
component will be required to provide parkland,
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or pay in-lieu fees, in this ratio as directed by the
City. [Source: New Policy]

COS-4.2 Distinctive Parks

The City shall create distinctive and attractive parks
and other public places. In addition to common
features (e.g., a playground), each park should also
have a unique feature that makes it distinct.
[Source: City of Tulare 1993 General Plan; Land
Use Element; Community Character: Objective B-
Revised]

COS-4.3 Recreation and Cultural
Opportunities
The City shall provide to all Tulare citizens a variety
of enjoyable leisure, recreation, and cultural
opportunities that are accessible, physically
attractive, safe, and uncrowded. The City shall
provide an adequate balance of recreational
opportunities including facilities to serve the varying
needs and interests of the Tulare population.
[Source: City of Tulare 1993 General Plan; Land
Use Element; Parks and Recreation: Goal 2,
Objective C]

COS-4.4 Adequate Sites

The City shall provide adequate and convenient
park sites to meet the City’s existing and
anticipated future park and recreation needs.
[Source: City of Tulare 1993 General Plan; Land
Use Element; Parks and Recreation: Objective B]

CO0S-4.5 Park Upgrades
The City shall upgrade existing parks to meet the
unmeet needs of the residents as determined by the
Parks Department. [Source: City of Tulare 1993
General Plan; Land Use Element; Parks and
Recreation: Objective D-Revised]

COS-4.6 Fair Share Responsibilities

The City shall ensure all future residential
development is responsible for its fair share of the
City’s cumulative park and recreational service and
facility needs. [Source: City of Tulare 1993 General
Plan; Land Use Element; Parks and Recreation:
Policy 1]

COS-4.7 Land Dedication

The City shall continue its practice of requiring the
dedication of community and neighborhood park

lands as a condition of approval for large
residential development projects (50 or more
lots). [Source: City of Tulare 1993 General Plan;
Land Use Element; Parks and Recreation: Policy
3; Land Use Element; Community Character:
Policy 2, revised]

COS-4.8 Fees In Lieu of Parkland
Dedication

The City shall allow the payment of fees in lieu of

parkland dedication, especially in areas where

dedication is not feasible, as provided under the

Quimby Act. [Source: New Policy].

COS-4.9 Pocket Parks

The City shall utilize pocket parks (approximately
0.25 to 0.50 acre) to establish a passive
recreational and social gathering area in
neighborhoods where it is deemed appropriate.
[Source: New Policy]

COS-4.10 Neighborhood Parks

The City shall encourage the development of
adequate neighborhood parks, 5 to 15 acres in
size and within walking distance (1/2 mile) of
neighborhood users. These neighborhood
facilities should include children’s play
equipment, paved games areas, free play fields,
and perhaps a passive recreation area for
parents and senior citizens. [Source: City of
Tulare 1993 General Plan; Land Use Element;
Parks and Recreation: Policy 5]

COS-4.11 Community Parks

The City shall encourage the development of
conveniently-located community parks
containing 20 to 50 usable acres for year-round
use. [Source: City of Tulare 1993 General Plan;
Land Use Element; Parks and Recreation:
Policy 6]

COS-4.12 Regional Park

The City shall encourage the development of one
major regional park at least 100 acres in size.
[Source: City of Tulare 1993 General Plan; Land
Use Element; Parks and Recreation: Policy 8]

COS-4.13 Santa Fe Trail

The City shall continue to expand and enhance
the Santa Fe Trail system. As appropriate, given
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site locations, new developments will be required to COS-4.19 Incorporation of Open Space
dedicate land where needed to extend the trail. The City shall encourage the development of
[Source: New Policy] natural open space areas in regional and

community parks. [Source: New Policy].
COS-4.14 Park Location and Design
The City shall effectively locate, design, and use For additional policies on parks and open
public park facilities to serve the greatest number of space see the Land Use Element,
Tulare citizens. The City shall select new community Goal LU-11.
park and neighborhood park locations, with
emphasis on unmet needs in existing
neighborhoods as well as in new neighborhoods. COS-4.20 Public Open Space Steward

[Source: City of Tulare 1993 Gerleral Plan; Land The City shall serve as the steward of public
Use Element; Parks and Recreation: Goal 3 & open space and ensure that the use and

Policy 4] maintenance of the open space is carried out in
an environmentally-responsible manner.
[Source: New Policy].

COS-4.15 Collocation with Schools

The City shall promote the collocation of parks with

school facilities for the purpose of enhancing COS-4.21 Recreational Program
available open space and recreation. [Source: Coordination
New Policy]

The City shall coordinate its recreation programs
with those of other public agencies and private
non-profit organizations to maximize recreation
opportunities in the city. [Source: New Policy].

COS-4.16 Joint Use of Detention Facilities
At the discretion of the Director of the Parks and

Recreation Department, the City may allow

stormwater detention basins developed for COS-4.22 Youth Programs and Services
recr.eatl.on use t'o be counted toward park an.d land The City shall provide and promote recreational
dedication requirements based on the following services and programs that reflect the cultural

criteria: diversity of the community. [Source: New

Policy].
= Atleast 75 percent of land dedication shall be 100

percent usable,

= Up to 25 percent of land dedicated may be

partially usable 4.5 Cultural & Archeological

Resources

= Unusable land will not be credited.

To manage and protect sites of
cultural and archaeological
importance for the benefit of
present and future generations.
[Source: New Goal]

[Source: New Policy]

COS-4.17 Maintenance of Recreational CO S_ 5
Facilities
The City shall ensure the continued maintenance
and improvement of City-owned recreational
facilities and require new development and existing COS-5.1 Archaeological Resoutces
residents to participate in alternate maintenance
funding mechanisms wherever appropriate.
[Source: New Policy].

The City shall support efforts to protect and/or
recover archaeological resources. [Source:
New Policy]

COS-4.18 Siting to Maximize Security

The City shall require that new parks be located and
designed in such a way as to facilitate their security
and policing. [Source: New Policy].

COS-5.2 Evaluation of Historic Resources
The City shall use appropriate State and Federal
standards in evaluating the significance of
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historical resources that are identified in the city.
[Source: New Policy]

LU-5.3 Historic Preservation

The City shall encourage the preservation of historic
residences and neighborhoods wherever
appropriate. [Source: City of Tulare 1993 General
Plan; Land Use Element; Residential: Objective 12]

LU-5.4  Historic Buildings

The City shall encourage the preservation and
adaptive use of historic buildings, particularly in the
downtown. [Source: City of Tulare 1993 General
Plan; Land Use Element; Community Character:
Policy 9]

COS-5.5 Historic Structures and Sites

The City shall support public and private efforts to
preserve, rehabilitate, and continue the use of
historic structures. [Source: New Policy]

COS-5.6 Protection of Resources with
Potential State or Federal
Designations

The City shall encourage the protection of cultural

and archaeological sites with potential for

placement on the National Register of Historic

Places and/or inclusion in the California State Office

of Historic Preservation’s California Points of

Interest and California Inventory of Historic

Resources. Such sites may be of statewide or local

significance and have anthropological, cultural,

military, political, architectural, economic, scientific,
religious, or other values. [Source: New Policy]

COS-5.7 State Historic Building Code
The City shall utilize the State Historic Building Code
for designated properties. [Source: New Policy]

COS-5.8 Design Compatibility with Historic
Structures

The City shall ensure design compatibility of new

development within close proximity to designated

historic structures and neighborhoods. [Source:

New Policy]

COS-5.9 Discovery of Archaeological
Resources

In the event that archaeological resources are

discovered during site excavation, grading, or

construction, the City shall require that work on
the site be suspended within 100 feet of the
resource until the significance of the features can
be determined by a qualified archaeologist. If
significant resources are determined to exist, an
archaeologist shall make recommendations for
protection or recovery of the resource. [Source:
New Policy]

COS-5.10 Impact Mitigation

If preservation of cultural/historical resources is
not feasible, the City shall make every effort to
mitigate impacts, including relocation of
structures, adaptive reuse, preservation of
facades, and thorough documentation and
archival of records. [Source: New Policy]

COS-5.11 Mitigation Monitoring for
Historical Resources

The City shall develop standards for monitoring

mitigation measures established for the

protection of historical resources prior to

development. [Source: New Policy]

COS-5.12 Alteration of Sites with Identified
Cultural Resources
When planning any development or alteration of
a site with identified cultural or archaeological
resources, consideration should be given to ways
of protecting the resources. The City shall permit
development in these areas only after a site
specific investigation has been conducted
pursuant to CEQA to define the extent and value
of resource, and mitigation measures proposed
for any impacts the development may have on
the resource. [Source: New Policy]

COS-5.13 Education Program Support
The City shall support local, state, and national
education programs on cultural and
archaeological resources. [Source: New Policy]

COS-5.14 Solicit Input from Local Native
Americans

The City shall solicit input from the local Native
American communities in cases where
development may result in disturbance to sites
containing evidence of Native American activity
and/or to sites of cultural importance. [Source:
New Policy]
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COS-5.15 Confidentiality of Archaeological
Sites
The City shall, within its power, maintain
confidentiality regarding the locations of
archaeological sites in order to preserve and protect
these resources from vandalism and the
unauthorized removal of artifacts. [Source: New
Policy]

COS-5.16 Cooperation of Property Owners
The City shall encourage the cooperation of
property owners to treat cultural resources as
assets rather than liabilities, and encourage public
support for the preservation of these resources.
[Source: New Policy]

For additional policies on historic structures,

see the policies under Goal LU-13,
Community Character/Design.

4.6 Energy Conservation

To encourage energy conservation in
new and existing developments

COS-6 throughout the city. [Source: New
Goal]

COS-6.1 Energy Conservation Measures

The City shall require the use of energy
conservation features in new construction and
renovation of existing structures in accordance with
state law. New features that may be applied to
construction and renovation include:

®  Green building techniques (such as use of
recycled, renewable, and reused materials;
efficient lighting/power sources; design
orientation; building techniques; etc.);

" Cool roofs;

®  Enhanced insulation;

®  Application of solar technologies (e.g.,
photovoltaic, water heating, etc.); and

"  Energy Star compliance programs
[Source: New Policy]

COS-6.2 Landscape Improvements for
Energy Conservation

The City shall encourage the planting of shade

trees along all city streets and as part of new

development to reduce radiation heating.

[Source: New Policy]

COS-6.3 Promote Energy Conservation
Awareness

The City shall coordinate with local utility

providers to provide public education energy

conservation programs. [Source: New Policy]

COS-6.4 Local and State Programs

The City shall participate to the extent feasible in
local, regional and state programs that strive to
reduce the consumption of natural or man-made
energy sources. [Source: New Policy]

COS-6.5 Promote Renewable Energy
Industry Clusters

The City shall promote development of and

capital investment in renewable energy,

including biofuels, as an emerging industry

cluster. [Source: New Policy]
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4.7 Implementation Measures

The following table documents the implementation measures included with the General Plan to implement the
goals and policies included in this element.

Implements Timeframe
What Who is 2008-  2010-  2015-
Implementation Policy Responsible 2010 2015 2030 Ongoing
COS-1. The City shall identify and protect COS-1.1 Public Works [ |
local aquifers and water recharge
areas, in cooperation with Tulare
County. [Source: New Program]
COS-2. The City shall develop and COs-1.1 Public Works [ ]
periodically update a groundwater
management plan to protect local
aquifers. [Source: New Program]
COS-3. The City shall participate in COS-1.1 Public Works [ ]
coordinated regional and statewide COS-1.6
groundwater monitoring and
planning programs. [Source: New
Program]
COS-4. The City shall develop groundwater COS-1.1 Public Works [}
monitoring partnerships with local COS-1.6
groundwater users and
stakeholders. [Source: New
Program]
COS-5. The City will investigate future COS-1.2 Development [ |
changes to the zoning ordinance Services

that promote maintaining some
groundwater recharge with urban
development. Regulations may
include, but are not limited to, the
limitation of structural coverage
and impervious surfaces and
prohibition of uses with the
potential to discharge harmful
pollutants, increase erosion, or
create other impacts degrading
water quality.
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Implements

Timeframe

What Who is 2008-
Implementation Policy Responsible 2010

2010- 2015-
2015 2030 Ongoing

COS-6. The City shall establish a land trust COS-1.3 Development |
and establish a memorandum of Services
understanding (MOU) with an
existing organization for protecting
open space lands, specifically the
Elk Bayou, for preservation of
natural habitat and permanent
open space and natural parks.

[Source: New Program]

COS-7. The City shall adopt specific criteria COS-2.1 Development |
for the protection of natural and ~ €0S-2.2 Services
cultural resources as part of the
City’s environmental review
process. [Source: New Program]

COS-8. When reviewing development C0S-2.2 Development
proposals, the City shall encourage Services
cluster development in areas with
moderate to high potential for
sensitive habitat. [Source: New
Program]

COS-9. The City shall require new COs 2.2 Public Works
development to implement
measures that minimize soil
erosion from wind and water
related to construction. Measures
may include, but not be limited to
the following: Grading
requirements that limit grading to
the amount necessary to provide
stable areas for structural
foundations, street rights-of-way,
parking facilities, or other intended
uses; and/or construction
techniques that utilize site
preparation, grading, and best
management practices that provide
erosion and sediment control to
prevent construction-related
contaminants from leaving
development sites and polluting
local waterways. [New Program]
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Implements Timeframe
What Who is 2008-  2010-  2015-
Implementation Policy Responsible 2010 2015 2030 Ongoing
COS-10. The City shall adopt a tree COs-2.7 Development |
preservation ordinance to protect C0S-6.2 Services
healthy historic trees from .
Recreation
removal. [Source: New Program]
Parks
Library
COS-11. The City shall improve the C0S-4.5 Recreation |
appearance of Zumwalt Park
through the incorporation of Parks
additional landscaping, restoration Library
of facilities, etc. [Source: City of
Tulare 1993 General Plan; Land
Use Element; Community
Character: Policy 6-Revised]
CO0S-12. The City shall adopt and maintain COS-5.1 Development [ | |
standards for monitoring of COS-5.2 Services
mitigation measures established
for protection of archeological
resources prior to development.
[Source: New Program]
C0S-13. The City shall prepare a historical COS-5.3 Development |
resources inventory and use State C0S-5.4 Services
and Federal standards in COS-5.5
. ) . COS-5.6
evaluating historical resources for
their significance. [Source: New
Program]
COS-14. The City shall continue to apply its LU-13.13 Development |
Historic Site and Historic Services
Neighborhood Combining District
zone as a means to preserving,
protecting, and encouraging the
restoration of identified historical
sites and neighborhoods. [Source:
City of Tulare 1993 General Plan;
Land Use Element; Community
Character: Policy 8]
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