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 5.  PUBLIC FACILITIES AND SERVICES 
 
 

5.1 Introduction 
 
Understanding the public facilities and services capabilities of Lake County is 
essential to an analysis of growth and development potential.  The 
information in this chapter is intended to provide sufficient background 
information upon which general plan policies and an EIR related to the 
provision of facilities and services to serve future development and 
redevelopment.  This chapter is divided into the following discussions: 
 

§ Water Supply (Section 5.2) 
§ Wastewater (Section 5.3) 
§ Storm Drainage (Section 5.4) 
§ Solid Waste (Section 5.5) 
§ Gas and Electric Service (Section 5.6) 
§ Law Enforcement (Section 5.7) 
§ Fire Protection (Section 5.8) 
§ School Facilities (Section 5.9) 
§ Communication Systems (Section 5.10) 
§ Libraries (Section 5.11) 

 
 

5.2 Water Supply 
 
Water supply in Lake County is derived from surface and groundwater 
resources close to service areas.  The largest single source in the County is 
Clear Lake.  Groundwater is the second most common source.  In addition, a 
handful of systems rely on creeks and streams.  All surface water is treated by 
sedimentation, coagulation, filtration, and disinfection.  Ozonation is also 
utilized in some systems.  Groundwater does not undergo treatment, except 
for disinfection.  Most of the public water supply is metered in Lake County.  
None of the water supplies have characteristics or constituents that would 
significantly affect the treatment and disposal of wastewater.  This chapter 
describes the general characteristics of the water supply available to Lake 
County.   
 
Some of the topics that will be addressed in the General Plan EIR include the 
provision of an adequate water supply that meets drinking water standards, 
fire flow requirements; and the looping of systems for adequate water 
pressure. 
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METHODS 
 
The information presented in this section is based on published reports and 
information provided by the various public and private agencies and 
companies that provide water services in the County. 
 
 

KEY TERMS 
 
Acre-Feet.  A measure not used to describe large amounts of water.  One 
acre-foot is the amount of water it would take to cover one acre to a depth of 
one foot.  This is equivalent to 43,560 cubic feet or 325,861 gallons. 
 
Rumsey Gauge.  A gauge installed in Clear Lake in 1872 to measure the 
lake’s water level. 
 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING 
 

Clear Lake 
 
Contrary to popular belief, Lake County never owned the water of Clear 
Lake.  Water from Clear Lake is actually considered property of the State of 
California.  However, persons who own land touching the lake or 
watercourses have the riparian right to take water from these sources.  The 
rights to the water were transferred among various owners from 1873 to 
1912.  In 1912 the water rights fell into the ownership of the Yolo Water and 
Power Company.  Through an oversight, Lake County never applied for 
water rights.  As a result, water rights were passed on to Yolo County 
residents. 
 
The Yolo County Flood Control and Water Conservation District now 
operates Clear Lake as a storage reservoir to the Cache Creek Basin and sells 
water to users in Lake County and to agricultural users in Yolo County.  As 
stipulated under the Gopcevic Decree, the District is permitted to operate 
the lake level between the limits of zero and 7.56 feet on the Rumsey Gauge.    
The active storage capacity of Clear Lake is 314,000 acre-feet.  
Approximately 150,000 acre-feet is used for irrigation and other uses, and 
the remaining 164,000 acre-feet is lost to evaporation. 
 

Cache Creek Watershed Gauging Stations  
 
Cache Creek receives water from numerous tributaries after it leaves Clear 
Lake and before it reaches the Yolo By-pass. The tributaries with gauging 
stations include the North Fork of Cache Creek which passes through the 
Indian Valley Reservoir and Bear Creek which joins Cache Creek near the 
Yolo/Colusa County line. 
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The Yolo County Flood Control and Water Conservation District funds or 
partially funds the USGS operation and maintenance of gauges on Clear Lake 
at Lakeport, the North Fork of Cache Creek near Hough Springs and below 
the Indian Valley Dam, and Bear Creek. The California Department of Water 
Resources funds the gauges at the Rumsey Bridge and in Yolo County. 
 
The gauge information is made available on the internet through the 
California Data Exchange Center (CDEC) and or on the USGS web site at 
cdec.water.ca.gov and www.usgs.gov, respectively. 
 
Several water distribution systems in the County buy Clear Lake water from 
Yolo County for use as their water source.  The price for water is listed in 
Table 5-1. 
 
Table 5-1 Yolo County Water District Prices 

Use Price 
Agriculture  $12.65 acre-feet 
Non-Agriculture  $41.88 acre-feet 
Residential  $41.88 per unit 
Lake County1  $5.95 acre-feet 
1 Water sold to Lake County at this rate comes from Kelsey Creek Recharge Basin. 
 
 

Indian Valley Project 
 
With the completion of the Indian Valley Reservoir in 1975, water resources 
became less vulnerable to the dry years, which often limit water supplies for 
Lake County.  The six-mile long, one-mile wide reservoir provides long-term 
irrigation storage as well as reductions of flash flooding in Cache Creek.  The 
District manages the water that the reservoir holds by releasing it as needed.  
There is also a hydroelectric plant built at the reservoir, which produces 
energy as water is diverted through an outlet.  
 
The cost of the dam and reservoir exceeded $9 million.  Two bond issues 
were retired on schedule in 1997 and 1998 leaving only a loan, originally 
scheduled to be retired in 2017. However, due to careful financial 
management, that loan was also retired in 1998 making the project debt free. 
 
 

Water Distribution 
 
Most of the water distribution systems that supply water for residential, 
commercial, and agriculture, use groundwater as their water source.  All of 
the principal groundwater basins (discussed in detail in Chapter 9, “Open 
Space, Conservation, and Recreation”) experience fluctuations in the depth 
of their groundwater due to irrigation and the influx of tourists during the 
summer months.  At the present time, all basins tend to recover as the rainy 
season begins. 
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Lake County has 95 water distribution systems registered with the State 
Health Agency that serve approximately 56,250 persons.  The number of 
connections maintained by a system indicates the number of households, 
businesses, or institutions that are receiving water.  A single-family household 
is considered a connection, the same as a school is considered a single 
connection.  However, the amount of water used by these land uses is 
considerably different. 
 
For the most part, many of the County’s distribution systems were 
constructed prior to today’s higher standards.  As a result, these systems tend 
to suffer from higher maintenance and repair demands. 
 
Table 5-2 identifies the Lake County water purveyors regulated by the 
Department of Health Services, and indicates the number of connections and 
the approximate population served.  
 
Table 5-2 Water Purveyors 

System Name Population Connections 
Adams Springs Water District 200 68 
Air Power 25 6 
Anderson Springs CSD 500 210 
Anthony's 25 3 
B.I. Mutual Water Company 54 28 
Baycliff Subdivision 66 51 
Bayview Recreational Park 30 94 
Beavercreek Campground 200 108 
Blue Lakes Improvement Club 45 39 
Blue Lakes Lodge & Motel 100 28 
Blue Lakes Mobile Home Park 50 23 
Boathouse Restaurant 25 1 
Buckingham Park Water District 800 410 
CDF-Konocti Conservation Camp 110 1 
CSP-Anderson Marsh State Park 100 7 
Cache Creek Mobile Home Park 150 54 
Cal 20 Village 150 92 
California Cities Water Company 5,195 2,171 
Callayomi County Water District 1,200 321 
Clearlake Oaks County Water District 2,458 1,602 
Clearwater Mutual Water Company 9 90 
Cobb Area County Water District 1,800 596 
Cobb Mountain Water Company 50 61 
Corinthian Bay Mutual Water Company 100 70 
Crescent Bay Improvement Company 18 26 
DeBoer's Lake Pillsbury Resort 25 54 
Ford's Acres Mobile Home Park 25 43 
Four Springs Seminars 30 9 
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Table 5-2 Water Purveyors 
System Name Population Connections 

Glenhaven Mutual Water Company 300 124 
Guenoc Winery 30 1 
Harbin Hot Springs 170 40 
Harbor Bar & Grill 25 1 
Hidden Valley Lake CSD 4,434 1,556 
High Valley Ranch 25 10 
Highlands Mutual Water Company 4,452 2,470 
Indian Beach Resort 25 9 
Indian Valley Water System - Yolo County 130 45 
Innisfree Water Company 10 22 
Jack In The Box - Lakeport, CA 40 1 
Jago Bay Mutual Water Company 35 18 
Jolly Kone Water 25 2 
Kelly's Kamp 20 40 
Kelseyville Co Waterworks District 3 2,588 1,035 
Konocti County Water District 4,500 1,474 
Konocti Harbor Resort and Spa 300 33 
Lake County CSA 13 - Kono Tayee 310 124 
Lake County CSA 16 - Paradise Valley 133 53 
Lake County CSA 18 - Starview 310 124 
Lake County CSA 2 - Spring Valley 832 333 
Lake County CSA 20 - Soda Bay 1,322 529 
Lake County CSA 21 - North Lakeport 2,370 948 
Lake County CSA 22 - Mt. Hannah 119 36 
Lake County CSA 6 - Finley 537 215 
Lake County CSA 7 - Bonanza Springs 372 149 
Lake Pillsbury Ranch Water Company 75 86 
Lakeport Theatre 500 1 
Lakeport, City of 4,600 2,108 
Lakeside County Park 25 5 
Lakeview Haven Resort 40 40 
Lakewood Resort 35 16 
Larsen's Office Complex 25 3 
Lazy S Mobile Ranch 50 23 
Le Trianon Resort 250 221 
Leaky Tiki Resort 25 1 
Loch Lomond Mutual Water Co 220 198 
Los Brez's Park Homeowners Association 25 44 
Lower Lake County Water District 2,025 810 
Lucerne Water Co. - Cal Water Service 1,970 1,225 
Maharishi Vedic School 90 100 
Medley's Willow Grove 50 20 
Meteor Ranch 125 20 
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Table 5-2 Water Purveyors 
System Name Population Connections 

Mountain of Attention Water 80 26 
Mt. Konocti Mutual Water Company 2,700 1,120 
Narrows Lodge 25 48 
Nice Mutual Water Company 2,200 1,030 
North End Pillsbury Water Assoc. 50 15 
Pier 1900 Homeowner's Association 45 51 
Pine Acres Blue Lake Resort 25 41 
Pine Grove Water System 35 89 
Reel In Resort 25 59 
Richmond Park Resort 25 41 
Riviera West Mutual Water Co. 500 196 
Running Springs Mobile Home Park 30 19 
Saratoga Springs 50 10 
Sunrise Shore Mutual Water Company 45 34 
U-Wanna Camp 25 9 
U.S. Forest Serv.-Middle Creek 25 15 
U.S. Forest Serv.-Sunset Point Camp 25 16 
U.S. Forest Service-Oak Flat Well System 160 14 
Upper Lake County Water District 1,200 327 
Villa Blue Estates Water District 60 21 
Wall Water 20 10 
Walnut Cove Mobile Estates 10 60 
Westlake SDA School 40 1 
Westwind Mobile Home Park 39 44 
Source: Lake County Department of Health Services 
 

5.3 Wastewater 
 
This section describes the general characteristics of the County’s wastewater 
treatment facilities and capabilities. 
 
 

METHODS 
 
The information presented in this section is based on published reports and 
information provided by the various public and private agencies and 
companies that provide wastewater treatment services in the County. 
 
 

KEY TERMS 
 
mgd.  Millions of gallons per day.  Measure used to describe wastewater 
capacity. 
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REGULATIONS THAT AFFECT WASTEWATER SERVICE 
 

Clear Lake Basin 2000 
 
Clear Lake Basin 2000 is a watershed restoration program that recycles 
wastewater effluent to improve water quality, create wildlife habitat, and 
generate geothermal power. The first phase, which began operation in 1997, 
uses a 30-mile pipeline to transport effluent from three communities to the 
Geysers for geothermal injection. The second phase, which began in 1999, 
extends the pipeline 20 miles to collect effluent from another six 
communities for dual recycling: first in constructed wetlands, and second in 
the Geysers steam field. The major objectives of Basin 2000 include the 
protection and enhancement of the Lake County environment and economy, 
geothermal energy production and energy-related economic development, 
and the optimum use of Clear Lake for water supplies and related 
downstream Bay-Delta restoration efforts.   
 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING 
 

Wastewater Districts 
 
The following districts provide wastewater collection, treatment, and disposal 
service in Lake County: 
 
§ Lake County Sanitation District (LACOSAN)  

§ Clearlake Oaks County Water District 

 
 
Lake County Sanitation District (LACOSAN).  The Lake County Sanitation 
District (LACOSAN) serves approximately 14,000 customers, and operates 
wastewater systems at four locations in the greater Clear Lake area.  These 
include the Northwest Regional Wastewater system serving North Lakeport, 
Upper Lake, Lucerne, Nice, Kono Tayee, and Paradise Valley; the Southeast 
Regional Wastewater system serving Clearlake and Lower Lake; the 
Middletown system; and the Kelseyville County Water Works District, which 
operates under LACOSAN for Kelseyville. 
 
Northwest Regional Wastewater System 
 
The wastewater treatment and disposal facilities serving the Northwest 
Regional Wastewater System are located near the City of Lakeport.  This 
System is comprised of the Northwest Regional Wastewater Treatment Plant 
(NRWTP), which has a design capacity of 1.3 mgd; a series of 24 pump 
stations situated around the northern end of Clear Lake, and an 800 acre-foot 
reservoir.  All effluent from the reservoir is used for irrigation of pastures. 
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The North Lakeport area was added to the Northwest Regional Wastewater 
System under a service contract with the City of Lakeport in 1977.  The City 
pays Northwest Regional Wastewater System for the operation, maintenance, 
and future upkeep of the sewer service.  The City provides the remainder of 
wastewater treatment and disposal services to residents within the City limits 
and to an area north of the City from Clear Lake east of Keeling, and north to 
Park Way Road.   
 
Southeast Regional Wastewater System 
 
Wastewater treatment and disposal facilities serving the Southeast System are 
located about 2 miles northeast of the City of Clearlake in Burns Valley.  The 
System consists of a treatment plant with a design capacity of approximately 
1.2 mgd, 21 pump stations, and a 470 acre-foot reservoir.  Effluent from the 
reservoir is used for irrigation of pastures. 
 
 
Middletown System 
 
The Middletown area is served by a small wastewater treatment facility 
located in the community.  The system consists of a treatment plant with a 
design capacity of approximately 0.24 mgd. 
 
 
Kelseyville County Waterworks District #3   
 
The treatment plant for Kelseyville County Waterworks District #3 is located 
in Kelseyville, and has a total design capacity of 0.25 mgd.  The facility 
contains three stabilization ponds, which utilize natural biological treatment, 
and a single storage pond for sludge.  Treated pond water is pumped to 
seven percolation ponds in the disposal area.  Although percolation is the 
primary disposal method, spray irrigation is used when the percolation rate is 
too low compared to the volume of influent water.  District #3 contains a 
total of eight pump stations. 
 
Table 5-3 lists the wastewater treatment facilities owned and operated by 
LACOSAN in Lake County, the number of connections and the approximate 
population served.   Population is based on 2.5 residents per single-family 
dwelling (SFD). 
 
Clearlake Oaks County Water District.  The Clearlake Oaks County Water 
District provides wastewater service for the community of Clearlake Oaks.  
The District operates an extended aeration treatment plant with a design 
capacity of 0.5 mgd, and has a total of four percolation ponds for treated 
wastewater disposal, a single sludge drying pond, and a total of 12 pump 
stations. 
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Table 5-3 Wastewater Treatment Facilities 

System Name Population Connections 
Facility: Kelseyville WWTP 
Type: Facultative Pond with aeration 
Dry/Wet Design Flow 0.26-0.48 mgd 
     Kelseyville 1,620 648 
     Clear Lake State Park 40 16 
     Corinthian Bay 175 70 
Facility: Southeast RWWTP 
Type: Dual-powered, multi-cellular aerated lagoons 
Dry/Wet Design Flow 1.9-6.1 mgd 
     Clearlake/Lower Lake 18,265 7,306 
Facility: Northwest RWWTP 
Type: Dual-powered, multi-cellular aerated lagoons 
Dry/Wet Design Flow 1.6-4.1 mgd 
     North Lakeport 3,210 1,284 
     South Lakeport 35 14 
     Lands End/Reeves Lane 293 117 
     Upper Lake 1,198 479 
     Nice 3,460 1,384 
     Lucerne 4,010 1,604 
     Paradise Valley 138 55 
     Kono Tayee 305 122 
Facility: Middletown WWTP 
Type: Facultative pond with aeration 
Dry/Wet Design Flow 0.13 to .24 mgd 
     Middletown 985 394 
Private Systems 

     Konocti Harbor Resort and Spa Resort only 1 
     Big Valley Tribe  New subdivision 

under 
construction 

Not on line yet. 

     La Brez Park   

Source: Special Districts 
 
 

Wastewater Treatment 
 
The most common wastewater treatment methods used in Lake County 
include aerated lagoon and facultative systems.  Some of the County’s 
treatment plants have been significantly upgraded over the past 10 years to 
accommodate larger flows and achieve secondary treatment standards 
consistently.  Other important issues that will be addressed in the General 
Plan EIR include design capacity adequacy for growth, winery waste disposal 
and septic disposal. 
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WASTEWATER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS  
 
As Lake County has grown, its wastewater systems have required various 
upgrades and improvements to adequately collect, treat, and dispose of 
wastewater flows.  As with water systems, many local wastewater collection 
systems are older and experiencing high maintenance demands as a 
consequence.  In particular, the infiltration and inflow of ground water into 
the collection networks create unwanted operation and maintenance 
burdens.  Other important issues include older pipeline and pump station 
component rehabilitation needs, sanitary sewer overflows and wet weather 
flows.    
 
Phase 1 of Clear Lake Basin 2000 addressed improvements to the Southeast 
Regional and Middletown systems, including upgrades to collection pipelines, 
pump stations, and treatment facilities. Phase 2 includes the same types of 
improvements to the Northwest Regional system.  
 
 

EFFLUENT RECYCLING PIPELINE  
 
At the heart of Clear Lake Basin 2000 is a 50-mile pipeline that circles Clear 
Lake to collect effluent from seven communities for dual recycling in 
wetlands and the Geysers geothermal steam field. The first phase of the 
recycling pipeline was completed in 1997 and is currently delivering 
sufficient injection fluid to support 68 megawatts of geothermal power 
generation. The first segment of the Phase 2 pipeline was completed in 1999 
with the connection of the Clearlake Oaks treatment plant to the system. The 
remainder of the Phase 2 pipeline extension to the Northwest Regional 
treatment plant is scheduled for completion in 2001. This segment will 
deliver additional effluent for geothermal injection, as well as effluent for 
constructed wetlands along the pipeline route.  
 
 

GEOTHERMAL ENERGY  
 
The second part of dual effluent recycling is geothermal injection at the 
Geysers. Basin 2000's first phase, which became operational in 1997, delivers 
an average of 5,400 gpm to injection wells operated by the Northern 
California Power Agency (NCPA) and Calpine Corporation. These industry 
partners have achieved a 68-megawatt increase in generating capacity since 
Phase 1 operations began. Phase 2 will increase effluent injection volume by 
20% in normal weather years, and by as much as 150% in drought years. 
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5.4 Storm Drainage 
 
This section describes the general characteristics of the County’s storm 
drainage. 
 
 

METHODS 
 
The data presented in this section are based on published reports and 
information provided by the  County. 
 
 

KEY TERMS 
 
Stormwater Drainage System.  The County’s stormwater drainage system is 
comprised of a system of streams, creeks, open ditches, culverts, and minimal 
flood control facilities that collect the flow of stormwater in the County and 
transport it to the Eel River, Clear Lake, and Lake Berryessa.  
 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING 
 
The County consists of three major drainage basins: Upper Eel River which 
drains westerly into the Pacific Ocean, Clear Lake Basin which drains easterly 
into Yolo County, and the Upper Putah Creek which drains southerly into 
Napa County.  Each major watershed is composed of smaller hydrological 
units, formed by streams, creeks, groundwater basins, and the terrain of the 
area.  Average precipitation varies from 22 inches at Clear Lake to 80 inches 
in the Mayacmas Mountains in the southwestern portion of the County.  
 

Storm Drainage Master Plans 
 
The Lake County Flood Control and Water Conservation District has 
prepared master storm drainage plans for the communities of Kelseyville, and 
Middletown, and for the Hidden Valley Subdivision.  These master plans are 
summarized in the following paragraphs. 
 
Master Storm Drainage Plan for the Community of Kelseyville 
 
According to the Master Storm Drainage Plan, no comprehensive drainage 
infrastructure exists in Kelseyville.  Excess runoff either ponds or flows 
through local swales or depressed areas toward either Kelsey or Cole Creek.   
 
However, various drainage features to manage runoff exist throughout the 
community.  For instance, a drainage ditch is located at the east end of 
Konocti Road, which drains Konocti Road from Oak Hills Lane east, and then 
follows the base of Konocti Mountain and eventually discharges into Cole 
Creek.  An underground storm drainage system exists for relatively new 
development between Shingle Springs Road and Oak Hills Lane.  In addition 
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to these drainage facilities, the Drainage Plan identifies other areas in 
Kelseyville where buried piping and drainage inlets exist.    
 
Kelseyville’s drainage is limited primarily due to increased runoff from new 
development, development encroachment that has reduced Cole Creek’s 
conveyance capacity, and the community’s location in Cole Creek’s historical 
floodplain.  Furthermore, insufficient slopes and existing land uses also 
reduce the number of drainage alternatives that could resolve Kelseyville’s 
drainage issues.  The Master Plan considered various alternatives including 
underground conduits.  However, it was concluded that roadside ditches and 
open channels are the preferred alternatives for Kelseyville since they 
generally require less capital investment than a buried pipe system.       
 
Master Drainage Plan for the Community of Middletown 
 
Like Kelseyville, no comprehensive drainage infrastructure exists in 
Middletown.  Excess runoff either ponds or flows through local swales or 
depressed areas toward one or more of the three nearby creeks, the Putah 
Creek, Dry Creek, or St. Helena Creek.   
 
According to the Drainage Plan, one of the community’s natural drainage 
features is a drainage swale that begins near Pine Street between Central Park 
Road and Lake Street and extends pass Santa Clara Road.  During storms, 
ponding often occurs in this area resulting in the temporary closure of Santa 
Clara Road.  Another drainage feature is a drainage ditch that runs from the 
west end of the community service area to a development just north of 
Highway 175.   
 
Middletown’s drainage is limited primarily due to increased runoff from new 
development, development encroachment that has reduced the conveyance 
capacity of local streams, insufficient slopes, and the community’s location in 
an historical floodplain.  As a result of these factors, frequent flooding tends 
to occur in the community.  The Drainage Plan considered various drainage 
alternatives, such as underground conduits, to resolve the community’s flood 
problems.  However, it was concluded that roadside ditches and open 
channels are the preferred alternatives for Middletown since they generally 
require less capital investment than a buried pipe system.         
 
Hidden Valley Lake Master Storm Drainage Plan 
 
The Hidden Valley Lake Subdivision is located approximately 4 miles north of 
Middletown.  The Master Plan is a joint effort between the Lake County 
Flood Control and Water Conservation District and the Hidden Valley Lake 
Community Services District to identify the long-term drainage improvements 
necessary for the subdivision.   
 
The Hidden Valley Lake Subdivision is centered around Hidden Valley Lake, 
a man-made impoundment on Coyote Creek.  The Subdivision’s drainage 
system consists of a network of corrugated metal culverts and roadside 
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ditches.  At the southeastern boundary of the Subdivision, a levee lies 
alongside Putah Creek and part of Coyote Creek.  Drainage from this 
particular area is piped through a 72-inch diameter culvert. 
 
The Master Plan identified specific inadequacies with the Subdivision’s 
existing drainage system.  According to the Plan, approximately 78 drainage 
structures in the Subdivision are undersized for the design flow.  In addition, 
a storm water pump station, located at the southeast end, does not have 
adequate capacity handle the 10-year design storm.  Alternatives that were 
identified to alleviate this problem include the use of a local golf course as a 
detention basin, and a gravity system where flows would be carried 
downstream to Putah Creek at a hydraulic grade elevation.   
 
 

5.5 Solid Waste 
 
This section describes the general characteristics of the County’s solid waste 
facilities. 
 
 

METHODS 
 
The information presented in this section is based on published reports and 
information provided by the County. 
 
 

KEY TERMS 
 
Hazmobile.  A vehicle that collects hazardous materials. 
 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING 
 
The Waste Management Division of the Lake County Public Services 
Department operates the Eastlake Sanitary Landfill, which is located on the 
outskirts of the City of Clearlake, and a Transfer Station, which is located in 
the City of Lakeport.  The County just recently completed an expansion 
project at the landfill, which includes a newly lined disposal canyon, a large 
leachate pond, and a scale, gatehouse and bagdump facility.  The landfill 
currently has more than 15 years of remaining capacity before it will need to 
expand to an adjacent canyon.  In addition to these improvements, plans are 
currently underway to relocate the current Transfer Station to a larger and 
more convenient facility outside the City.  It is expected that construction will 
begin in 2004.  Both disposal sites currently charge by the ton. 
 
In 1992 Assembly Bill 939 required all cities and counties to attain 50% 
reduction of the tonnage disposed between 1990 and 2000.  Both the Cities 
and the County have been working independently and together to track 
disposal and increase recycling diversion.  As of December 2002, the 
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unincorporated area has achieved a 33% reduction and is actively engaged in 
recycling efforts with award winning programs. 
 
The County has an extensive curbside recycling program.  In addition, 
household hazardous materials are collected on a regularly scheduled basis 
by Hazmobile (a mobile collection vehicle).  Hazmobile is operated as a joint 
project by Lake and Mendocino counties.  Residents are not charged for the 
use of either of these programs.   
 
 

5.6 Gas and Electric Service 
 
This section describes the general characteristics of the gas and electrical 
services available to the County. 
 
 

METHODS 
 
The information presented in this section is based on published reports and 
information provided by Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E). 
 
 

KEY TERMS 
 
There are no key terms in this section. 
 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING 
 
Pacific Gas and Electric Company provides electricity to customers in Lake 
County.  The power supplied is from the company’s inter-grid system, which 
serves the entire state.  No problem is foreseen with the provision of 
electricity to service existing customers or future development.   
 
Gas used in the County is propane gas supplied by numerous private 
propane companies.  Most of the companies offer both bulk and metered gas 
supplies. 
 
 

5.7 Law Enforcement 
 
This section describes the general characteristics of the County Sheriffs 
Department. 
 
 



5.  Public Facilities and Services 

February 2003 General Plan Background Report Page 5-15 

METHODS 
 
The data presented in this section is based on published material as well as 
conversations with County law enforcement personnel. 
 
 

KEY TERMS 
 
Bookings.  The number of people processed through the County jail. 
 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING 
 
The Lake County Sheriff’s Department provides law enforcement services to 
Lake County.  The Department has a total of 177 personnel positions, 
including 68 sworn officers.  This includes the Sheriff/Coroners Office, 
Central Dispatch, Baliffs, Marine Patrol and the Jail.  The budget for FY 01/02 
was $11.9 million, and the budget for FY 02/03 is 13.3 million. 
 
The major services provided by the Sheriff’s Department and activity levels 
for 1997 and 1998 are shown in Table 5-4. 
 
Table 5-4 Sheriff’s Department Activities in Lake County, 2001-2002 

Activity 2001 2002 
Civil Process: Evictions 182 200 
Civil Process: Levys 231 308 
Civil Process: Others 1,373 1,524 
Jail Bookings 4,930 n/a 
Criminal Subpoenas 4,615 5,718 
Source: Lake County Sheriffs Department, 2002 
 
The patrol division of the Sheriff’s department is comprised of approximately 
40 uniformed patrol deputies and sergeants working 10-hour shifts.  These 
men and women are the Sheriff’s Departments first responders to 9-1-1 calls.   
 
 

Office of Emergency Services 
 
The Office of Emergency Services (OES) was transferred from the Public 
Services Department to the Sheriff’s department in November 2001.  The 
Office of Emergency Services works extensively with several County 
departments, local public agencies and utilities on a normal basis in setting 
up training programs, developing and coordinating response procedures, and 
dealing with recovery and mitigation programs and funding.  In addition, OES 
coordinates operations of many additional departments and agencies during 
emergencies that occur with some frequency.  These response efforts include 
dealing with the public and the media, thereby allowing other departments 
to continue their response operations more effectively within their area of 
expertise; serving as liaison to the Board of Supervisors, state and federal 
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agencies, local agencies and a variety of public utilities; acquiring staffing for 
Emergency Operation Center activation (EOC); and developing 
communication and cooperation between response agencies. 
 
 

5.8 Fire Protection 
 
This section describes the general characteristics of the fire protective services 
offered in the County. 
 
 

METHODS 
The information presented in this section is based on conversations with 
County Fire Districts and the California Department of Forestry (CDF). 
 
 

KEY TERMS 
 
State Responsibility Area (SRA).  The primary responsibility for protecting 
this area during fire season is the CDF. 
 
Local Responsibility Area (LRA).  The primary responsibility for protecting 
this area during fire season is the local fire districts. 
 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING 
 
Fire Protection Services are provided throughout the County by eleven fire 
districts and the California Department of Forestry (CDF).  The locations of 
the fire districts are illustrated in Figure 5-1.  Table 5-5 identifies which 
stations are fully staffed (full) or staffed by volunteers (substation).  
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Table 5-5 Fire Stations in Lake County 
Station Number Location Type  
Lake Pillsbury 

 Lake Pillsbury  
Upper Lake 

90 9420 Main Street, Upper Lakes Full 
91 Bluelakes Substation 

Nice Community Service 
85 3708 Manzanita, Nice Full 

Lucerne Park and Recreation 
80 6257 7th Avenue, Lucerne Full 

Clearlake Oaks- Glenhaven 
75 12655 East SR 20, Clearlake Oaks  Full 
76 9458 East SR 20, Glenhaven, 95443 Substation 
77 Tamarach, Road Clearlake Oaks, 95423 

(Spring Valley) 
Substation 

Lakeport 
50 445 North Main Street, Lakeport Full 
52 3600 Hill Road East, Lakeport Substation 

Keyseyville FPD 
55 4020 Main Street, Kelseyville Full 
56 2816 Rivera Heights Drive Substation 
57 9757 Highway 281 Substation 

Lake FPD 
65 16354 Main St, Lower Lake Full 
66 13065 Anderson Rd, Lower Lake Substation 
70 14815 Olympic Drive, Clearlake Full 
71 Pierce Airport Substation 
72 13428 Lakeshore Drive, Clearlake Substation 

South Lake County FPD 
60 21095 Hwy 175, Middletown Substation 
62 16547 Hwy 175, Middletown (Cobb) Full 
63 19287 Hartman Rd., Middletown (Hidden 

Valley) 
Full 

64 10331 Redwood Rd, Middletown (Loch 
Lomand) 

Substation 

Source:  Lake County Fire Department, 2002 
 
 
The County is divided up into State Responsibility Areas (SRA) and Local 
Responsibility Areas (LRA).  During fire season California Department of 
Forestry (CDF) is responsible for the SRA’s and the local fire districts are 
responsible for the LRA’s.  The fire season runs from approximately May 
through November (The actual dates depending upon fire conditions).  With 
the exception of the South Lake County District (which is maintained year 
round by CDF), the California Department of Forestry is not staffed in Lake 
County.  The districts are responsible for both LRA and SRA areas.  Mutual 
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aid agreements are in place between the fire districts and with CDF.  In the 
event that a fire where to occur outside of fire season, and the local districts 
were unable to contain the fire, CDF would then provide county assistance. 
 
 

5.9 School Facilities 
 
This section describes the general characteristics of the County’s school 
facilities. 
 
 

METHODS 
 
The data presented in this section is based on data collected from the 
County’s school districts. 
 
 

KEY TERMS 
 
There are no key terms in this section. 
 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING 
 
Lake County has a total of seven school districts, which includes 34 public 
schools.  In addition, Yuba Community College has a campus located in 
Clearlake, and Mendocino Community College has a campus in Lakeport.  
Table 5-6 lists each school district, school, and school enrollment.  Figure 5-2 
shows the locations of school districts in Lake County. 
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Table 5-6 Lake County Schools 
School Enrollment  Street Community Zip Code 
Kelseyville Unified, (K-12) 1,957    
 Kelseyville Primary (K-3) 337 5065 Konocti Road Kelseyville 95451 
 Gard Street Elementary (4-5) 187 3980 Gard Street Kelseyville 95451 
 Riviera Elementary (K-5) 275 10505 Fairway Drive Kelseyville 95451 
 Mountain Vista Middle (6-8) 512 5081 Konocti Road Kelseyville 95451 
 Kelseyville High (9-12) 621 5480 Main Street Kelseyville 95451 
 Intermountain High (9-12) 3 13095 Bottle Rock 

Road 
Kelseyville 95451 

 Ed Donaldson Alternative Education 22 4410 Konocti Road Kelseyville 95451 
Konocti Unified, (K-12) Clearlake 3,381    
 Burns Valley Elementary (K-5) 368 Austin Boulevard & 

Pine Street 
Clearlake 95422 

 East Lake elementary (K-8) 245 East Highway 20 Clearlake 
Oaks 

95423 

 Lower Lake Elementary (K-6) 514 9240 Lake Street Lower Lake 95457 
 Pomo Elementary (K-5) 545 3350 Acacia Street Clearlake 95422 
 Oak Hill Middle (6-8) 653 South Center Drive Clearlake 95422 
 Lower Lake High (9-12) 806 9430 Lake Street Lower Lake 95457 
 Carle (William C.) Cont. High School 83 9345 Winchester 

Street 
Lower Lake 95457 

 Richard Lewis Independent Study 62 Lake Street Clearlake 95422 
Lakeport Unified, (K-12) Lakeport 2,106    
 Lakeport Elementary (K-3) 514 150 Lange Street Lakeport 95453 
 Terrace School (6-8) 738 250 Lange Street Lakeport 95453 
 Terrace Heights (4-5) 295  Lakeport 95453 
 Clear Lake High (9-12) 525 350 Lange Street Lakeport 95453 
 Natural High (Continuation) 34 810 North Main 

Street 
Lakeport 95453 

Lucerne Elementary School District (K-8) 304    
 Lucerne Elementary School 304 3351 Country Club 

Drive Lakeport 95453 
Middletown Unified, (K-12) Middletown 1,670    
 Cobb Mountain Elementary (K-6) 237 15895 Highway 175 Middletown 95461 
 Coyote Valley Elementary (K-6) 499 18950 Coyote 

Valley Road 
Middletown 95461 

 Minnie Cannon Elementary (K-6) 158 15846 Wardlaw 
Street 

Middletown 95461 

 Middletown Middle (7-8) 290 15846 Wardlaw 
Street 

Middletown 95461 

 Middletown High (9-12) 466 20932 Big Canyon 
Road 

Middletown 95461 

 Loconoma Valley High (Continuation) 15 21256 Washington 
Street 

Middletown 95431 

 Middletown Elementary Community 1 18501 Douglas 
Street 

Middletown 95461 
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Table 5-6 Lake County Schools 
School Enrollment  Street Community Zip Code 
 Middletown Community Day School 4 20882 Big Canyon 

Road 
Middletown 95431 

Upper Lake Union Elementary School 
District 

660    

 Community Day School 10 635 First Street Upper Lake 95485 
 Upper Lake Elementary (k-5) 430 679 Second Street Upper Lake 95485 
 Upper Lake Middle (6-8) 220 725 Old Lucerne 

Road 
Upper Lake 95485 

Upper Lake Union High School District 403    
 Upper Lake High (9-12) 371 675 Clover Valley 

Road Upper Lake 95485 
 Clover Valley High (Continuation) 32 682 Clover Valley 

Road Upper Lake 95485 
County Superintendent 110    
 Renaissance School (Juvenile Hall) 30    
 Clearlake Community 40    
 Redbud Community (7-12) 25    
*October 2001 Lake County School Enrollments 

 
 

College Campuses 
 
The Mendocino and Yuba Community College Districts maintain college 
campuses in Lake County.  The Mendocino campus is located in Lakeport in 
a 10,000 square foot facility, and has an enrollment of approximately 10,000 
full and part-time students.  The Yuba Community College District operates 
the Clear Lake Community College. 
 
The Mendocino Community College District was formed in 1972 by vote of 
the citizens of the Anderson Valley, Laytonville, Potter Valley, Round Valley, 
Ukiah, and Willits Unified School Districts.  The first classes for the college 
were offered in 1973. 
 
Expansion of the Mendocino Community College District to include the Lake 
County Districts of Upper Lake, Kelseyville, and Lakeport occurred by vote of 
the citizens in 1974.  The new District boundaries, established in 1975, 
encompass 3,200 square miles of service area.  In 1981, the District was 
renamed Mendocino-Lake Community College District to better reflect the 
geographical area being served. 
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5.10 Communication Systems 
 
This section describes the general characteristics of the communication 
system available in the County.  
 
 

METHODS 
 
The information presented in this section is based on published information 
as well as information provided by the various public and private agencies. 
 
 

KEY TERMS 
 
DSL.  Digital Subscriber Line is a service for higher speed data connections 
(compared to typical phone line). 
 
ISDN.  Integrated Services Digital Network is another method for higher 
speed data transmission (compared to typical phone line). 
 
T1.  T1 is the highest speed data connection available in the City. 
 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING 
 

Telephone 
 
SBC Pacific Bell provides all telephone services for Lake County.   
 

Television 
 
Residents of Lake County have three options when choosing a way in which 
to receive a television signal:  standard cable, which is supplied by Mediacom 
Communication Corporation, Lake County Television, or satellite services. 
 
Lake County Television is a non-profit organization that re-broadcasts local 
stations from the top of Mt. Konocti.  They currently provide 11 stations.  The 
requirement for use of this service is that the user has a line of sight with 
Mt. Konocti. 
 
 

Internet 
 
Internet service available in Lake County includes dial-up service, ISDN, 
cable, and satellite service.  DSL is not currently available in Lake County.  
Internet service is provided by a number of companies. 
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5.11 Libraries 
 
This section describes the Lake County library system. 
 
 

METHODS 
 
The information presented in this section is based on conversations with 
County employees. 
 
 

KEY TERMS 
 
Books per Square Foot.  A measurement used in describing library service. 
 
b.  When facilities have a mix of full-time and part-time staff, a FTE is used to 
standardize the reporting of staff support.  FTE is derived by taking the total 
staff hours worked and dividing by the number of hours available during the 
year to a full time staff member. 
 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING 
 
The Lake County Library operates four library facilities: the Lakeport Library 
(main library), Middletown Library, Redbud (Clearlake) Library, and the 
Upper Lake Library.  The libraries have a combined circulation of 96,536 
books.  The total number of library card holders (as of June 30, 2002) is 
7,637.  The number of card holders is low for two reasons:  1) Lake County 
has recently implemented a new library card system and this number only 
reflects the card holders who have received a new library card, 2) Lake 
County shares the same system as Mendocino and Sonoma Counties, 
therefore, community members who hold library cards from either of these 
communities do not need a separate Lake County library card. 
 
According to Kathleen Jansen, the Lake County Librarian, the Middletown 
and the Upper Lake Libraries need additional space to adequately serve the 
population.  As shown in Table 5-7, the Middletown Library and the Upper 
Lake Library have approximately 10 books per square foot. 
 

Table 5-7 Libraries  
Library Name Books Employees (FTE) SF Books per SF 

Lakeport Library (main branch) 51,797 6.9 10,318 5.02 
Middletown Library 8,418 0.6 790 10.66 
Redbud (Clearlake) Library 27,911 3.8 13,203 2.11 
Upper Lake Library 8,410 0.4 800 10.51 
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One of the County’s library’s main services includes an adult literacy 
program.  The program finds tutors for adults and organizes an opportunity 
for them to meet.  Meetings times and places are based on the schedule of 
the individuals. 
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Please see the next page. 
 


