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1. Introduction

1.2 Planning Area

Because of the City’s convenient accessibility by two major highways, it is a
central location for shopping and business for the eastern region of Kern
County. The City’s accessibility also renders it an ideal area for industry.
Ridgecrest serves the Northeastern Kern and Eastern Sierra Region with
commercial services, entertainment, recreation, filming, and tourism.

As stated in the General Plan Guidelines, a general plan must “cover the
territory within the boundaries of the adopting city or county as well as ‘any
land outside its boundaries which in the planning agency’s judgment bears
relation to its planning’ (§65300).” For purposes of developing this General
Plan, the City established a Planning Area early in the update process as part
of the public involvement process.

The Planning Area established for the Ridgecrest General Plan is shown on
Figure 1-1. A unique aspect of the Planning Area is that it incorporates lands
managed by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and lands held by the
Department of Defense as part of China Lake. The Planning Area covers a
land area of approximately 40 square miles.

1.3 General Plans in California

Every city and county in California is required by State law to prepare and
maintain a planning document called a general plan (Government Code
Section 65300). A general plan is designed to serve as the jurisdiction’s
“constitution” or “blueprint” for future decisions concerning land use,
infrastructure, public services, and resource conservation. All specific plans,
subdivisions, public works projects, and zoning decisions made by the City
must be consistent with the general plan.

A general plan must address the seven topics (referred to as “elements”) of
land use, circulation, housing, open-space, conservation, safety, and noise as
identified in state law (Government Code Section 65302), to the extent that
the topics are locally relevant. It may also include other topics of local
interest, as chosen by the City (Government Code Section 65303).

* The land use element designates the general distribution and
intensity of land uses within the planning area.

* The circulation element identifies the general location and extent of
existing and proposed transportation facilities and utilities.

* The housing element is a comprehensive assessment of current and
future housing needs for all segments of the City population, as well
as a program for meeting those needs. The housing element is
subject to state statutory requirements for periodic updates. To meet
mandated state timelines, the housing element will be prepared on a
separate schedule.

October 2008
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1. Introduction

*  The open-space element describes measures for the preservation of
open space for the protection of natural resources, the managed
production of resources, and for public health and safety.

* The conservation element addresses the conservation, development,
and use of natural resources.

* The safety element establishes policies to protect the community
from risks associated with natural and man-made hazards such as
seismic, geologic, flooding, wildfire hazards, and air quality.

» The noise element identifies major noise sources and contains
policies intended to protect the community from exposure to
excessive noise levels.

The City may adopt a general plan in the format that best fits its unique
circumstances (Government Code Section 65300.5). In doing so, the City
must ensure that the general plan and its component parts comprise an
integrated, internally consistent, and compatible statement of development
policies. The City of Ridgecrest has chosen to adopt a General Plan that
consolidates some of the mandatory elements. The conservation and open
space elements are combined into a single element and the noise and safety
elements are consolidated into a Public Health and Safety element. The City
has also included two optional elements to reflect the specific needs of the
community (Military Sustainability and Community Design).

The elements included in the Ridgecrest General Plan are described in further
detail in the following section.

In addition to the mandatory and optional elements, the Ridgecrest General
Plan has the following three defining features:

* General. As the name implies, the general plan provides general
guidance that will be used to direct future land use and resource
decisions.

= Comprehensive. The general plan covers a wide range of social,
economic, infrastructure, and natural resource factors. These include
topics such as land use, housing, circulation, utilities, public services,
recreation, agriculture, biological resources, and many other topics.

* Long-range. General plans provide guidance on reaching a future
envisioned 20 or more years in the future (this General Plan update
will look out over 20 years to the year 2030). To reach this envisioned
future, the General Plan will include policies and actions that address
both immediate and long-term needs.

October 2008
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14

Ridgecrest General Plan

The Ridgecrest General Plan update program was founded on the following
guiding principles:

General Plan Documents

Provide the public opportunities for meaningful participation in the
planning and decision-making process;

Provide a description of current conditions and trends shaping the
City of Ridgecrest;

Identify planning issues, opportunities, and challenges that should be
addressed in the General Plan;

Explore land use and policy alternatives;

Ensure the General Plan is current, internally consistent, and easy to
use;

Provide guidance in the planning and evaluation of future land and
resource decisions; and

Provide a vision and framework for the future growth of the City.

The Ridgecrest General Plan update includes the preparation of a number of
major documents. These documents can be divided into two sets: General
Plan documents (adopted), and General Plan supporting documents used to
assist in the decision making process, but are not part of the adopted General

Plan.

GENERAL PLAN DOCUMENTS

Goals and Policies Report. This report is the essence of the General
Plan. It contains the goals and policies that will guide future
development within the City and its Planning Area (see Section 1.2). It
also identifies a full set of implementation measures that will ensure
the policies of the General Plan are carried out.

The Goals and Policies Report also contains a number of diagrams
that show the distribution of land use designations, circulation
features, and other planned facilities in the Planning Area.

GENERAL PLAN SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS

Map Atlas. To provide the community with a good foundation for
planning the future, a “Map Atlas” was prepared. This document
replaces a lengthy text write up with a graphic format that makes use
of maps, charts, and illustrations to convey a picture of the City of
Ridgecrest at the start of this General Plan update in 2007. This Map
Atlas is an illustrated summary of the key findings from the
background research conducted.

Page 1-6
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1. Introduction

= Policy Directions and Choices Report. Based on input from
workshops held with the community and the General Plan Advisory
Committee (GPAC), and direction from the Planning Commission and
City Council, this document provided a summary of the critical policy
and program issues to be addressed in the General Plan and provided
a look at the direction to be pursued by the community in planning
for the future.

* Environmental Impact Report (EIR). An EIR will be prepared to meet
the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).
A public draft EIR is expected to be circulated for public comments in
late 2008 [ early 2009. The Planning Commission and City Council will
rely on the information contained in the EIR to understand the
potential impacts associated with implementation of the General Plan
and will use the EIR to support the decision making process.

* Zoning Ordinance Update. In conjunction with the development of
the updated General Plan, the Project Team will update the City’s
Zoning Ordinance. This revision will utilize the current form of the
document with additional illustrations and examples included to
make the code easier to use. The updated Zoning Ordinance will be
one of the key methods of implementing the General Plan update.

Elements Included in the Ridgecrest General Plan

The Ridgecrest General Plan contains six elements. The following paragraphs
display the name of each element, the chapter number for each element, and
a discussion of the contents and purpose of each element.

In each element, goals and policies are numbered according to the topic they
address. In the following discussion, a one-, two-, or three-letter acronym will
be given for each element. This acronym is used to identify all goals and
policies in a given element and is used to identify which policy and
implementation measures go together. For example, goals and policies for
Land Use have the acronym “LU”.

October 2008
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Land Use Element

Land Use

This element establishes goals and policies for residential, commercial,
Chapter 3 industrial, and other land uses in the City.

Military Sustainability Element

\IHEATSEGELISAN This element identifies the goals, policies, and implementation
measures needed to ensure the City’s dual objective of achieving
Chapter 4 growth while protecting the flight corridors and military missions
associated with China Lake.

Community Design Element

Community Design

This element establishes the goals, policies, and implementation
Chapter 5 measures to guide evaluation of city structure and design.

Circulation Element

This element identifies the goals, policies, and implementation
measures needed to ensure an adequate and functional
transportation and circulation system. This element addresses
automobile travel (roads and highways), public transit, aviation, and
trails for bicyclists and pedestrians.

Circulation

Chapter 6

Open Space and Conservation Element

Open Space and

Conservation This element identifies the goals, policies, and implementation
measures needed to ensure the appropriate use, enjoyment, and

Chapter 7 protection of natural resources within the City.

Health and Safety Element

Health f . . . - . .
ealth and Safety This element identifies the goals, policies, and implementation

measures needed to ensure the public health, safety, and welfare
related to both natural and man-made hazards.

Chapter 8

Page 1-8 Public Draft October 2008



1. Introduction

Table 1-1.

Relationship between City’s General Plan and the State-Mandated Elements

Table 1-1 illustrates how the elements of the Ridgecrest General Plan relate to
the seven mandatory elements set out in state law. A solid square (H)
indicates that the issues identified in a state-mandated element are covered in
the City element identified in the left column.

Land Use Circulation | Conservation | Open Space Noise Housing
Land Use [ | [ v
L3
Military - - 2 -
'z +
Sustainability 2 A c
5£3«
Community Design [ | E5T S
2SS E
O hE 3
Circulation [ | [ [ | 2 !
25c "
o T .2
Open Spac_e/ 0 m m 293
Conservation L85
F o
—_
Health and Safety [ | [ | e

Zoning Ordinance Update

1.5 Public Involvement

Website

In conjunction with the development of the updated General Plan, the City
will also update the City’s Zoning Ordinance. This revision will utilize the
current form of the document, with additional illustrations and examples
included to make the code easier to use. The Zoning Ordinance update will be
one of the key tools used to implement the new General Plan.

In preparing the updated Ridgecrest General Plan, the City conducted an
extensive community involvement process which involved the components
discussed in the following paragraphs.

A dedicated General Plan website
was maintained during preparation

G | P - HOME |
of the General Plan sneralplan
. . Welcome to the Ridgecrest General Plan Website.
(www.westplanning.com). This ——
. . ! ~ Upcoming Events Public Involvement
site contains schedules for future " sune 14 900 am- 2305m
ot i o e
meetings and provides a location to
100 W California Avenue property in the City. Your
download documents prepared T
Zgi\g is Wf';ome to attend everyone's ideas are heard.
. ‘workshops.
during the General Plan update me —
Eé%g?gaed: Egzn'%};éf‘ds other :-nceuektlwr;vggsfwaareh:;rutf ;aesettmg
program. o e eaaneh

materials can be found by

clicking on the "GP Library"
button.
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City of Ridgecrest

Newsletters

Ridgecrest General Plan

DEFINING THE FUTURE

‘Websice (. westplaaning com)
The emers o wekane cona mmabn on -

GPAC Workshop

As part of the General Plan’s community involvement process, a two
newsletters were prepared to provide updates on the progress of the General
Plan.

March 2007 Defining the Future
This newsletter provided an overview of the General Plan
program and information on how to stay involved in the
development of the plan.

Late 2008 Draft General Plan & EIR

This newsletter will provide a summary of the General Plan
and EIR. This newsletter will be used to review the plan
during public workshops, GPAC meetings, and public
hearings with the Planning Commission and City Council.

To provide guidance in the General Plan update, the City created an advisory
committee - the General Plan Advisory Committee (GPAC). The GPAC is made
up of 14 individuals selected from the community and is designed to provide
additional community input to the Planning Commission and City Council. The
GPAC was also a vital resource to City staff and the General Plan consulting
team as the General Plan was developed.

During preparation of the General Plan, 16 meetings were held with the GPAC.
GPAC meetings were typically held on a monthly basis, with all meetings being
open to the public.

Community Workshops

Workshop #1

Three community workshops were held to gain input on issues and
opportunities, alternative futures, and the General Plan documents:

March 28,2007  Issues and Opportunities

On March 28, 2007, over 50 people met at the City Hall and
participated in the first of two community workshops
designed to give the community opportunities to be
involved in shaping the City of Ridgecrest General Plan. The
purpose of the first workshop was to provide participants
with an overview of the General Plan update process and
give everyone an opportunity to offer their thoughts on the
future of Ridgecrest.

Page 1-10
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1. Introduction

Following the General Plan overview, the workshop
participants broke into five break-out groups and discussed
the following two questions:

m  List the top three challenges/issues facing the City.
m  List the top three opportunities the City should pursue.

March 29,2007 On March 29, 2007, over 50 people met at City Hall and
participated in the second of two community workshops
designed to give the community opportunities to be
involved in shaping the City of Ridgecrest General Plan. The
purpose of the second workshop was to explore policy

> choices related to future land use concepts for the City of
% Vs Ridgecrest. At the beginning of the workshop, participants

L were asked to join the same group they were with for

Workshop #2 Workshop #1. New attendees were divided into the five

groups. Working as members of these groups, participants

developed concepts for Ridgecrest’s future. Their charge
was to map out a future for the City that addresses the

issues and opportunities identified in Workshop #1.

Fall 2008 Prior to the start of public hearings, a third workshop
focused on the Draft General Plan will be held. This
workshop will be set up using a combination of group
workshop and open house formatted segments. The open
house component will allow participants to move between
“booths” set up on specific topic areas. At each area,
participants can ask questions and provide input on the
major directional items contained in the General Plan.

City Council / Planning Commission Joint Workshops

During preparation of the draft General Plan, the Planning Commission held 21
workshops that were open to the public. Dates and topics for these
workshops are as follows:

Ridgecrest General Plan

April 2008 Policy Choices / Direction

From the start of the General Plan update, the project team
has been working with the GPAC and the community on
the identification of the key issues to be addressed in the
General Plan. Using the key issues identified, a number of
broad policy directions were discussed with the GPAC and
presented to the City Council and Planning Commission.
The purpose of this exercise was to gain an understanding
of the overall direction that the General Plan should take.
This understanding will help ensure that the draft General
Plan meets the expectations of the community.

Policy Choices / Direction Report

October 2008 Public Draft Page 1-11
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The results of this input are reflected in the Policy Choices /
Direction report.

1.6 Environmental Analysis

As required under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA, Public
Resources Code Section 21000, et seq.), the City Council will consider the
findings of an environmental impact report (EIR) prior to adopting the
General Plan. In order to minimize redundancy, the General Plan and EIR will
be prepared as a combined document, as allowed under Section 15166 of the
State CEQA Guidelines. Linking the General Plan documents by common
organization and numbering will help organize the EIR as well. The
components of the General Plan taken together will meet the CEQA
requirements for EIR content and analysis. The Goals and Policies Report
provides some of the environmental setting and embodies the project
description and environmental mitigation.

All feasible mitigation measures recommended to reduce the potential
environmental impacts of the General Plan below a level of significance will be
integrated into the policies of the General Plan. Mitigation monitoring, as
required under CEQA, will be done by compliance with the General Plan and
through annual reports to the Planning Commission and City Council on the
status of General Plan implementation.

1.7 Using This General Plan

E%@[ﬁmpﬂ@

Organization

Goal

C-1

As stated above, this General Plan includes six elements, many of which are
further divided into related topic areas. To make the elements easier to use
and reference, each element is set up with the same structure.

GoAL

Each element contains the goals and policies that will be used by the City to
guide future land use decisions. A goal is a statement that describes in
general terms a desired future condition or “end” state. A goal serves as a
general direction-setter. In this General Plan, goal statements will be
formatted like the following example. In the shaded box is the goal’s
reference number. In the example, “C” refers to the Circulation Element and
the “1”” means this is the first goal in this element. Each element will have one
or more goals for each topic area covered by that element.

Develop an integrated transportation system through regional
coordination and the development of sustainable financing mechanisms.
[New Policy].

Page 1-12
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1. Introduction

Cc-1.1

E%@m‘ﬁ@ﬂ@

E%@mﬂ@ﬂ@

Table 6-1.

Implementation Measure

1.0 The City shall develop a Circulation
Master Plan that will include Bicycle
and Pedestrian circulation as well as

Vehicular. [Source: Policy 2.1.2,

Circulation Element

Circulation Implementation Measures

PoLicy

A policy is a statement that guides a specific course of action for decision-
makers to use to achieve a desired goal. A policy must be clear and
unambiguous; it indicates a commitment of the local legislative body to a
particular course of action. The example below shows what a policy
statement looks like. In this General Plan, every goal has one or more policies
associated with it. The letters and first number (e.g., “C-1”") shows what goal
this policy supports. The final number in the identifier (e.g., “.1”), shows that
this is the first policy that supports Goal C-1.

Circulation Diagram

The City shall utilize and maintain the Circulation Diagram to designate the
classification of all major roadways, transit facilities, and bicycle facilities.
[New Policy]

Similar to the goal statements, the information in the brackets for each policy
shows if it was based on a modification of an existing policy, or if this is a new
policy statement.

IMPLEMENTATION MEASURES

In order to ensure that appropriate actions are taken to implement the
General Plan, a set of implementation measures is provided. An
implementation measure is a specific measure, program, procedure, or
technique that carries out plan policies. Following the goals and policies for
each topic area, a table is provided that shows the implementation measures.
This table lists the implementation, states which policy(ies) this
implementation supports, states what City departments or outside agencies
are responsible to see this implementation gets done, and provides a timeline
for when this implementation will be done.

Timeframe

Who is Responsible

Public Services
C-1.1 | (Community
C-6.3 | Development &

Planning)

October 2008
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City of Ridgecrest

MILITARY COMPATIBILITY PLANNING POLICIES

Although the City has incorporated a Military Sustainability element into the
General Plan, there are a number of policies that support military
compatibility planning concepts included in other elements. Many of these
policies were the result of the City’s participation in the R-2508 Joint Land Use
Study (JLUS) completed in May 2008 (more information on the JLUS process
is provided in Section 4). To assist in locating compatibility planning policies
related to the recommendations in the JLUS, these are highlighted with JLUS
icon, as shown to the left of this paragraph.
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2.1 Ridgecrest’s History

Tent housing in Ridgecrest, 1940’s
Source: www.high-desert-
memories.com

Today, Ridgecrest Community Center
Source: www.high-desert-
memories.com

October 2008

RIDGECREST — AN OVERVIEW

The Indian Wells Valley area that is now Ridgecrest was at the time of the first
non-Native contact part of the territory used by the Kawaiisu Indians. The
Kawaiisu homeland, however, was located to the west in the Tehachapi and
Piute Mountain regions. Travel into the area was mainly for the seasonal
collection of plants and animals not available in the mountains. The Kawaiisu
excelled at basket making and used them for harvesting, food preparation
and storage.

The first non-Native people to enter the general area were a group of
American beaver trappers led by Jedediah Smith in 1826. In 1834, explorer
Joseph Walker led an expedition through the area, and in 1849 the Death
Valley Party traveled through the region. Between the 1860s and 1890s, the
surrounding region experienced several mining booms which resulted in
increased travel and transportation through the Indian Wells Valley. In the
1880s, Chinese railroad laborers briefly settled in Indian Wells Valley following
their employment by the Central Pacific Railroad in the Owens Valley, hence
the source of the name “China Lake.” It wasn’t until the early twentieth
century, however, that there was a permanent non-native presence in the
valley. The construction of the Los Angeles Aqueduct between 1908 and 1913,
as well as the subsequent arrival of the Southern Pacific Railroad, encouraged
the creation of several farming communities within the Indian Wells Valley.
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2.2

Government

In the early 1910s, Robert and James Crum settled in the area, running a dairy.
By late 1912, the small community that developed around the dairy was known
as Crumville. Agricultural interests in the valley failed to achieve great
success, and until the 1940s the area was predominantly occupied by a few
farming families and mining interests. Early settlers included Grant Bowman,
who in 1913 came to the area and developed his 160 acre Las Flores Ranch, Joe
Fox and his wife who came to Ridgecrest in 1934, eventually donating
property for various churches, schools and clubs, as well as the former USO
building, and Bill Bentham and his family who arrived in Ridgecrest in 1939 and
acted as the first postmaster in 1941. It was in 1941 that Ridgecrest received
its official name by a community vote. The community originally wanted to be
named “Sierra View,” but it was overturned by the postal authorities because
there were too many “Sierras” in California. The community voted on a new
name. Ada Thompson suggested the name Ridgecrest, which won by a single
vote over the name “Gilmore.”

In 1943 the Naval Ordinance Testing Station (NOTS) was established at the
Inyokern Airport, which was then called Harvey Field. Following the end of
World War Il, Harvey Field was deactivated and NOTS aviation operations
were transferred to the new Armitage Field at China Lake. Thousands of
construction workers, military men and their families settled in the area
between the mid to late 1940s, causing a housing boom in the area. In 1943,
Ridgecrest had grown to 15 homes and 96 residents. By the 1950s, the
population of Ridgecrest exceeded 5000. This population boom led to the
development of numerous businesses and facilities, including the Ridgecrest
Community Hospital. In 1963 the City of Ridgecrest incorporated. Through the
following decades, the City was highly impacted by the changes in NOTS, later
China Lake Naval Weapons Center (NWC) and now the Naval Air Weapons
Station (NAWS) China Lake. Today, the City still shares an integral symbiotic
role with China Lake, providing housing, and community services for the
installation.

The City of Ridgecrest was incorporated in 1963 and operates under a
Manager [ Council form of government. The City Council representatives are
elected through citywide elections for four year terms. The City Manager is
the administrative head of the City government under the direction and
oversight of the City Council. Duties of the Manager include: enforcing laws
and regulations; providing direction to department heads and employees;
preparing rules and regulations; conducting studies; keeping the Council
advised on City financial conditions; and assisting in the preparation of the
annual City budget to Council for approval. The Council may delegate other
duties to the Manager as well.

The Community Development Department is responsible for current and long
range planning, zoning administration, code enforcement and building permit
activity. This department is also responsible for the administration and
maintenance of the General Plan.
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2. Ridgecrest — An Overview

2.3 Demographics

The City’s racial demographic is nearly three-quarters White; 12 percent Latino;
5 percent other races; 4 percent Asian; 4 percent African American; 2 percent
Native American; and less than 1 percent Pacific Islander (see Figure 2-1). Age
distribution is marked with most of the population being 25 to 44 years of
age, followed closely by those aged 45 to 64. The population percentage for
all age distributions can be seen in Figure 2-2.

Figure 2-1.  Racial Demographics

4% 2% 1%
4%

Bl White
Latino

M Other

M Asian

12%

African American
Native American

M Pacific Islander

Source: U.S. Census, 2000

Figure 2-2. Age Distribution
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2.4 Education

2.5 Economic Base

The Ridgecrest area is served by the Sierra Sands Unified School District which
consists of 10 schools in the Planning Area: two high school, two middle
schools, five elementary schools, and one continuation school. Although all
schools are located within the City’s Planning Area, several facilities are
located outside the city limits on the NAWS China Lake installation.

According to the California Department of Education (2007), the City has a
93.5 percent high school graduation rate, compared to 86 percent for Kern
County and 85 percent for the State of California. Additionally, over
37 percent of the population has four or more years of college education.

Cerro Coso Community College was established in 1973 as a separate college
within the Kern Community College District. Cerro Coso has five instructional
sites (Eastern Sierra Center Bishop, Eastern Sierra Center Mammoth, Indian
Wells Valley, Kern River Valley, and South Kern), which together form the
largest geographical service area (18,000 square miles) of any community
college in California. Together these locations serve a population of
approximately 85,000. The Cerro Coso Community College has an enrollment
of about 24,000 students throughout its five locations.

The City of Ridgecrest is fast becoming the regional retail center for Eastern
Kern County with the introduction of several new, big-box retailers and its
position as the largest community in the eastern County. With an increase in
retail sales of 12.2% in 2005, Ridgecrest is well-positioned to continue its retail
expansion. In addition to the added retail, economic indicators have greatly
improved in the last couple of years.

Ridgecrest’s workforce currently has an approximate two to one ratio of
white collar (managerial/professional) jobs to blue collar (industrial/service)
jobs, respectively (GAVEA Economic Roundtable, 2007). With the possible
future expansion of employment at NAWS China Lake, growth in research and
development professional occupations as well as support/ service jobs are
possible.
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2. Ridgecrest — An Overview

4 )

China Lake

Annual payroll for military
and civilians at China Lake,
as well as the installation’s
expenditures in the area
have significant impacts on
the surrounding cities and
region as a whole. The
annual payroll in 2007 for
personnel at China Lake
was $432 million. Over 91
percent of the total payroll
was to civilians. Annual
contract expenditures
totaled $531 million.

- J

EMPLOYMENT

The Navy is the largest employer in the Indian Wells Valley, providing a
significant economic thrust for the Valley and adding to the economic base of
surrounding communities. China Lake provides direct employment for 767
military personnel and 3,388 civilians. Additionally, the installation provides
employment for over 2,400 contract civilians, located both on the installation
and off site. Direct employment at the installation is more than the combined
total of the other nine employers that make up the top ten in the City (see
Table 2-1). In addition to being the largest employer in the area, the spin off
employment from visitors, contractors, and supply purchases is significant.

Table 2-1.  Top Ten Employers of the City of Ridgecrest

Number of
Employer Type of Business Employees

Naval Air Warfare Center Weapons Civilian: 3,388
. . . Defense
Division, Naval Air Weapons Station Research & Development Contractor: 2,434
China Lake, and Tenant Commands P Military: 767
. Mining of Soda Ash

Seales Valley Minerals Products 625

Sierra Sands Unified School District Education 620

Government Contractors Defer.\se Contractors >450
(off-site)

Ridgecrest Regional Hospital Acute-Care Hospital 340

AltaOne Federal Credit Union Credit Union 233

Wal-Mart Discount Department 185
Store

Cerro Coso Community College Education 175

Desert Area Resources and Training Traerlng and social 142
Service

Source: http://ci.ridgecrest.ca.us, 2008
China Lake data provided by installation, September 2007

EconOoMIC DEVELOPMENT

Ridgecrest’s household median income of $44,971 is just below the State of
California median of $47,493. Offering economic balance between income
and cost of living, median home values within the City are also lower than
State and Kern County values, as seen in Table 2-2. According to the City of
Ridgecrest and Kern Economic Development Corporation, building permits
soared from less than $5million annually throughout the 1990’s to over
$33 million in 2006, showing a significant investment in real estate
development for the City of Ridgecrest in recent years.

October 2008
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Table 2-2.

Median Home Values

Median Home Value

Value Change

Percent Change

California $211,500 $477,700 $266,200 126%
Kern County $93,300 $224,079 $130,779 140%
City of Ridgecrest $72,400 $163,500 $91,100 126%

Source: www.census.gov, 2008

2.6 Growth Trends

Based on 2007 data, the City of Ridgecrest has experienced a population
decrease of just over one percent since the 1990 Census. Between 1990 and
2000, the city experienced a population decrease of over 10 percent;
however, the subsequent five years showed an increase of nearly 6 percent
(1,401 people). Population in the community is strongly linked to changes in
employment at NAWS China Lake.

As shown on Figure 2-3 and in Tables 2-3 and 2-4, Ridgecrest has been growing
at a rate slower than Kern County as a whole, though 2006 showed increasing
growth potential. In 2006, the City approved lots for 1,766 dwelling units. By
comparison, only 540 units were approved between 2002 and 2005. From
2001 to 2006, the City grew at one percent annually and the County grew at
three percent annually. Using a range of potential growth rates, the City’s
2030 population could be: 33,667 (at a one percent annual growth increase);
42,648 (at a two percent annual growth increase); or 53,900 (at a 3 percent
annual growth increase).

Figure 2-3. Population Growth Comparisons - City, County, and State
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Source: California Department of Finance, 2007

Kern County Population Growth
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2. Ridgecrest — An Overview

Table 2-3.  Population Profile

| City of Ridgecrest Kern County

2001 Population 25,232 673,634
2002 Population 25,598 690,570
2003 Population 25,858 710,005
2004 Population 26,154 733,376
2005 Population 26,666 757,882
2006 Population 26,515 779,869
Population Increase 6.4% 17.9%

Source: California Department of Finance, 2007

Table 2-4. Housing Profile

City of Ridgecrest Kern County
2001 Housing 11,310 234,059
2002 Housing 11,313 237,650
2003 Housing 11,342 242,231
2004 Housing 11,382 247,918
2005 Housing 11,419 254,417
2006 Housing 11,529 262,934
Housing Increase 1.9% 13.5%

Source: California Department of Finance, 2007

2.7 Regional Transportation

The City of Ridgecrest is serviced by two major highways - Highways 14 and
395 as well as the Highway 178 Scenic Corridor. Regional transit service is
provided by the Inyo-Mono County bus service, which connects Ridgecrest
with California City and Mojave.
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There are several airports in the region surrounding Ridgecrest. The closest
airport with commercial service is Inyokern Airport, located about 10 miles
west of the City. Other airports in the region include Trona Airport (20 miles),
California City Municipal Airport (41 miles), Mojave Air and Space Port (60
miles), Ontario International Airport (124 miles), and Burbank Airport (143
miles).

2.8 Culture and Local Attractions

Manurango Museum
Source: www.maturango.org

o W 2y e
Cerro Coso Community College main
building in winter
Source: www.aiage.org, 2008

Freedom Park, Ridgecrest
Source: City of Ridgecrest, 2008

Ridgecrest is abundant with cultural and recreation activities. Within and
around the City, there are five museums, seven cultural venues, ten local
recreation parks, and several nearby national parks and attractions.

MUSEUMS
=  Desert Tortoise Natural Area

* Historic Rand Mining District
=  Maturango Museum
*  Naval Museum of Armament and Technology

CULTURAL VENUES AND EVENTS
= Cerro Coso Community College

* Community Light Opera and Theatre Association
* Desert Community Orchestra Association

= Desert Empire Fair

*  Four Winds Inter-Tribal Pow Wow

* Indian Wells Valley Concert Association

=  Maturango Museum

* Rand Mining District

* Ridgecrest Cinemas

= USO Historical Society

LocAL PARKS
=  Freedom Park

=  Helmers Park

=  James M. Pearson Memorial Park
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2. Ridgecrest — An Overview

= Kerr McGee Community Center

= Kerr McGee Youth Sports Complex
» Leroy Jackson Park Sports Complex
=  Moyer Park

* Ridgecrest Senior Center

» Ridgecrest Skate Park

= Sgt. John Pinney Memorial Pool

= Upjohn Park

NATIONAL PARKS AND ATTRACTIONS IN THE REGION
= Death Valley National Park

* Dove Springs OHV Area
*  Fossil Falls

* Inyo National Forest

Death Valley National Park
Source: www.britannica.com, 2008

= Jawbone Off Highway Vehicle (OHV) Area and Visitor Center
= Kennedy Meadows

= Owens Peak Wilderness

*  Petroglyphs

= Rademacher Hills Trail System

»= Red Rock Canyon State Park

*= Robbers Roost

= Sequoia National Forest

= Short Canyon

* Spangler OHV Area

= Trona Pinnacles National Natural Landmark
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2.9 Climate

{@? Sunny Skies

The Indian Wells Valley has
an average of 260 cloud-
free days a year, making it
an excellent location for
aircraft operations and
enjoying the sunshine.

~

J

Table 2-5.

The climate in Ridgecrest is generally hot during the day and cool at night. The
City’s location in the high desert allows cooler temperatures to prevail after
the sun goes down. Extreme conditions arise during summer months with
maximum temperatures averaging over 100 degrees Fahrenheit (°F) with very
little rain. Monthly precipitation stays below 1inch. The highest temperature
recorded in Ridgecrest was 119°F in 1972. The lowest temperature was 1°F
recorded in 1963. Table 2-5 shows monthly average temperatures.

Monthly Climate Summary from 1971 to 2000

Average Jan Feb  Mar \ Apr May Jun Annual
Max Temperature (°F) 60 66 71 79 87 97 103 101 94 83 69 60 81
Min Temperature (°F) 31 35 39 45 53 60 66 65 58 48 37 30 47
Total Precipitation (in) | 0.89 1.1 0.81 0.19 0.10 | 0.02 | 0.12 0.34 | 0.25 | 0.07 | 0.28 | 0.55 0.39
Source: weather.com, 2008
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