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City of Ridgecrest

There are several airports in the region surrounding Ridgecrest. The closest
airport with commercial service is Inyokern Airport, located about 10 miles
west of the City. Other airports in the region include Trona Airport (20 miles),
California City Municipal Airport (41 miles), Mojave Air and Space Port (60
miles), Ontario International Airport (124 miles), and Burbank Airport (143
miles).

2.8 Culture and Local Attractions

Ridgecrest is abundant with cultural and recreation activities. Within and
around the City, there are five museums, seven cultural venues, ten local
recreation parks, and several nearby national parks and attractions.

MUSEUMS
=  Desert Tortoise Natural Area

» Historic Rand Mining District

=  Maturango Museum

*  Naval Museum of Armament and Technology

Manurango Museum
Source: www.maturango.org CULTURAL VENUES AND EVENTS
= Cerro Coso Community College

* Community Light Opera and Theatre Association
* Desert Community Orchestra Association

» Desert Empire Fair

*  Four Winds Inter-Tribal Pow Wow

= |ndian Wells Valley Concert Association

Cerro Coso Community College main
building in winter
Source: www.aiage.org, 2008

=  Maturango Museum
* Rand Mining District

* Ridgecrest Cinemas

= USO Historical Society

LocAL PARKS
=  Freedom Park

=  Helmers Park

=  James M. Pearson Memorial Park

Freedom Park, Ridgecrest
Source: City of Ridgecrest, 2008
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2. Ridgecrest — An Overview

= Kerr McGee Community Center

= Kerr McGee Youth Sports Complex
» Leroy Jackson Park Sports Complex
=  Moyer Park

* Ridgecrest Senior Center

» Ridgecrest Skate Park

= Sgt. John Pinney Memorial Pool

= Upjohn Park

NATIONAL PARKS AND ATTRACTIONS IN THE REGION
= Death Valley National Park

* Dove Springs OHV Area
*  Fossil Falls

* Inyo National Forest

Death Valley National Park
Source: www.britannica.com, 2008

= Jawbone Off Highway Vehicle (OHV) Area and Visitor Center
= Kennedy Meadows

= Owens Peak Wilderness

*  Petroglyphs

= Rademacher Hills Trail System

»= Red Rock Canyon State Park

*= Robbers Roost

= Sequoia National Forest

= Short Canyon

* Spangler OHV Area

= Trona Pinnacles National Natural Landmark
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2.9 Climate

{@? Sunny Skies

The Indian Wells Valley has
an average of 260 cloud-
free days a year, making it
an excellent location for
aircraft operations and
enjoying the sunshine.

~

J

Table 2-5.

The climate in Ridgecrest is generally hot during the day and cool at night. The
City’s location in the high desert allows cooler temperatures to prevail after
the sun goes down. Extreme conditions arise during summer months with
maximum temperatures averaging over 100 degrees Fahrenheit (°F) with very
little rain. Monthly precipitation stays below 1inch. The highest temperature
recorded in Ridgecrest was 119°F in 1972. The lowest temperature was 1°F
recorded in 1963. Table 2-5 shows monthly average temperatures.

Monthly Climate Summary from 1971 to 2000

Average Jan Feb  Mar \ Apr May Jun Annual
Max Temperature (°F) 60 66 71 79 87 97 103 101 94 83 69 60 81
Min Temperature (°F) 31 35 39 45 53 60 66 65 58 48 37 30 47
Total Precipitation (in) | 0.89 1.1 0.81 0.19 0.10 | 0.02 | 0.12 0.34 | 0.25 | 0.07 | 0.28 | 0.55 0.39
Source: weather.com, 2008
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