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Every city and county in California is required by State law 

to prepare and maintain a planning document called a 

general plan. A general plan is designed to serve as the 

jurisdiction’s “constitution” or “blueprint” for future 

decisions concerning land use, infrastructure, public 

services, and resource conservation. All specific plans, 

subdivisions, public works projects, and zoning decisions 

made by the City must be consistent with the General Plan. 

The Ridgecrest General Plan update program was founded 

on the following principles: 

 Provide the public opportunities for meaningful 

participation in the planning and decision-making 

process;  

 Provide a description of current conditions and 

trends shaping the City of Ridgecrest;  

 Identify planning issues, opportunities, and 

challenges that should be addressed in the General 

Plan;  

 Explore land use and policy alternatives;  

 Ensure the General Plan is current, internally 

consistent, and easy to use;  

 Provide guidance in the planning and evaluation of 

future land and resource decisions; and  

 Provide a vision and framework for the future 

growth of the City.  

The Ridgecrest General Plan has three defining features:  

 General. As the name implies, the general plan 

provides general guidance that will be used to direct 

future land use and resource decisions.  

 Comprehensive. The general plan covers a wide 

range of social, economic, infrastructure, and 

natural resource factors. These include topics such 

as land use, housing, circulation, utilities, public 

services, recreation, agriculture, biological 

resources, and many other topics.  

 Long-range. General plans provide guidance on 

reaching a future envisioned 20 or more years in the 

future (this General Plan update will look out over 

20 years to the year 2030). To reach this envisioned 

future, the General Plan will include policies and 

actions that address both immediate and long-term 

needs.  

The five component documents comprising the Ridgecrest 

General Plan Update are described below.  

 Map Atlas.  To provide the community with a good 

foundation for planning the future, a “Map Atlas” will 

be prepared.  This document will replace a lengthy 

text write up with a graphic format that will use 

maps, charts, and illustrations to convey a picture of 

Ridgecrest today. This Map Atlas will be an 

illustrated summary of the key findings from the 

background research conducted.  

 Policy Directions Report.  Based on input from 

the workshops held with the community and the 

General Plan Advisory Committee, and direction 

from the Planning Commission and City Council, this 

document will provide a summary of the critical 

policy and program issues to be addressed in the 

General Plan and provide a look at the alternative 

solutions that can be pursued by the community. 

 General Plan Policy Report.  This report is the 

essence of the General Plan. It contains the goals, 

policies, and implementation measures that will 

guide future development within the City. 

 Environmental Impact Report (EIR).  The EIR 

prepared for the General Plan will meet the 

requirements of the California Environmental Quality 

Act (CEQA).  The Planning Commission and City 

Council will use the EIR during their consideration of 

the draft General Plan to understand the potential 

environmental implications associated with the 

General Plan. 

 Zoning Ordinance Update. In conjunction with the 

development of the updated General Plan, the 

Project Team will update the City’s Zoning 

Ordinance. This revision will utilize the current form 

of the document, with additional illustrations and 

examples included to make the code easier to use. 

 

What is the Map Atlas? 
The Map Atlas is designed to summarize and highlight 

information Report in a highly digestible and graphic format.  

Information in this document includes the following topics: 

 Regional Setting 

 Existing Land Use 

 Existing General Plan 

 Zoning 

 Economic Development 

 Streets and Highways 

 Non-Motorized Transportation 

 Public Safety 

 Educational Facilities 

 Parks and Recreation 

 Cultural Resources 

 Biological Resources 

 Aesthetic Resources  

 Environmental Constraints 

 Military Constraints 

Each topic presents summary text capturing important 

highlights and establishing the current setting within the 

City of Ridgecrest.  
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